Mothers’ Union Matters

Our new Diocesan President’s amazing visits in her first
few months in post!

in the Diocese of Chester
Summer 2019

Left Archbishop Justin Welby leads the
applause for Sheran Harper after her
Commissioning as World Wide President
Below Chester Diocese is represented at
the Commissioning of June Houghton as
Provincial President of York Province in
York.

Charity Number 221214

Left and below Wendy and
four other Diocesan
Presidents attend a Garden
Party at Buckingham Palace
on behalf of Mothers’ Union.

Photos from the beautiful grounds
of Foxhill earlier this summer
(pictures courtesy of
Mary Sprackling)

No cucumber sandwiches?
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From the Diocesan President
One of my favourite hymns is “ Summer suns are
glowing over land and sea, happy light is flowing,
bountiful and free. Everything rejoices in the mellow
rays, all earth’s thousand voices, swell the psalm of
praise” How very true this is at the moment, with
the lovely sunshine and the beautiful gardens full of
colourful trees and flowers, encouraging people to
smile!
I was very pleased to smile n April 5th when I met
with June Houghton our Provincial President and
the newly appointed Diocesan Presidents for 2019 -2021 at the Mothers’ Union
office in Leeds, for our first Provincial meeting. We had much to discuss about the
future of MU and the way forward to adapt to any new changes that may take
place in the next 3 years. One of the most important items was to talk about the
arrangements for the Commissioning of June and Bishop John Packer who had
recently been appointed as our new Provincial Chaplain for York Province. The
service took place on May 7th at 11am in York Minster, led by Archbishop
Sentamu. Barbara Taylor presented June to be Commissioned as our new
Provincial President, who having received her badge of office, she in turn
presented Bishop John, who was commissioned and received a new stole from
June. Following the service the banners were processed out of the Cathedral into
the sunshine for all the people to see, especially the new Provincial Banner. A
wonderful occasion to be celebrated.
When I was given the opportunity to attend the Queen’s Garden party at
Buckingham Palace on May 21st, I was absolutely delighted and proud to represent
the work of the members of MU. It was an occasion I shall never forget from the
time the preparation began, to choosing an outfit , the travel to London and the 5
new friends I met at Mary Sumner House at 12pm. Of the 5 new people I met, 4
were Diocesan Presidents and the 5th was Catherine, who is a member of the team
at MSH. We were blessed with the beautiful sunshine all day which added to the
enjoyment. The band played music for us and the National anthem resounded
loud and clear as our Queen arrived with members of the Royal family who smiled
and met many guests who were presented to them.
We sat at tables and had delicious sandwiches and cakes with refreshing drinks. I
believe over 8,00 guests had been invited .The party ended, and we had to leave
the Palace. It had been a wonderful day, one I shall never forget.
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Following the excitement of the Palace visit, it was very uplifting to attend the
‘Quiet day’ at Foxhill on Monday May 27th. It was led by our very own Chaplain Rev.
Christine Broad. The theme was ’Journey with the Psalms’. I have my favourite
ones, but throughout the day we were introduced to new ones . We were given
valuable instruction and then time and space to reflect in silence the meaning
behind what the Psalms were telling us. In this busy life it was good to just be quiet
in any part of the building and the beautiful gardens. If you wished to discuss with
other people, there were designated areas to do so. A very good lunch was
provided by the team at Foxhill who looked after us very well and were always
available during the day. W e finished the day with Evening prayer and a concluding
address by Rev’d Christine Broad before departing at 4pm. If and when the opportunity is available, I would recommend attending.
The first Council meeting of the year was held on Saturday at the Hartford centre. It
was so good to see so many of you able to attend, as it was the start of the holiday
season and many people were away. The Trustees were seated at the front of the
hall, so that members were clear who the board consisted of. Our remit was that
we had to vacate the hall by 1pm as there was a wedding following our meeting.
The Coffee Break was extended so that members could have time to talk to others
from different Deaneries and also look at any displays that were available. From
the comments I have received everyone enjoyed the morning and are looking
forward to the next one in November. Thank you everyone for all your support of
our MU Projects.
Finally, the last event I was able to attend was the Cheshire show held at Tabley,
near Knutsford. I had such a lovely day helping with Rhain and the MU team in the
‘Mother and Baby tent’. It was so good to meet and talk with the Mums and Dads ,
not forgetting the babies and the toddlers. To see the look of relief as the parents
arrived to use the excellent facilities that were provided by the team was inspiring
and it helped to make the day enjoyable for everyone . So, a huge thank you to the
team and I hope to attend next year.
The General Meeting is on Tuesday and Wednesday September 17th/18th at the
Guildhall Portsmouth. I hope that I shall meet some of you there.
I cannot thank you enough for all that you do to make other people’s lives
better in the way that you support them whether it is Fundraising to provide
money to send families on holiday, supporting the people in prison, knitting for
the babies and the people in other countries through the Literacy projects and
many more.
I do wish you all a Happy Summer and I look forward to meeting you soon.
With my love and Prayers Wendy
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Our new Diocesan President, Wendy Sykes, opened the meeting by welcoming
everyone and thanking them for coming on such a dreadful day (it was raining
heavily). She particularly wanted to thank her fellow Trustees, especially Ann
Peach, (newly appointed,) Derek Buckthorpe for taking over the Financial role from
Jackie Gibson (who had stood down at the end of the last Triennium) and Sue
Pearson for volunteering to help with Faith and Policy.
Our Chaplain, Rev’d Christine Broad then led us in a short Service.
Dawn Colwell presented the accounts for 2018 in Derek’s absence. He was
unfortunately not well that day. The total funds held at the end of the year
were £123,109. £22,356 of this is still held in Branch accounts, reduced slightly
from last year, but still too high a figure. Dawn reminded all that individual
Branches are only supposed to hold sufficient funds for 1 year’s running costs in
their account, unless retained for specific purposes.
The Diocese had received just over £1,000 refund Enterprise Grant, being 10% of
the goods ordered via the Enterprise Team and a refund of just over £1900 from
the taxman from Gift Aid, giving a grand total of £33,422 raised. She reported
that although membership is also slightly down, again, the decrease is still below
the national average and, of the 72 Branches in the Diocese over 50% had
enrolled new members during the past year. To date this year, £5,980 has been
raised – but the “Strawberry Tea” season is just starting , so she felt sure more
funds would be forthcoming!
Wendy started her report with the Diocesan Presidents’ meeting with the new
World-Wide President, Sheran Harper, at Mary Sumner House and her
subsequent commissioning in Southwark Cathedral by Archbishop Justin Welby.
Archbishop Justin praised the work of Mothers’ Union, but said we do not shout
loudly enough about our work – so that is what Wendy is proposing to do on all
possible occasions! The High Commissioner for Guyana was present at this
inspiring service with its welcome to all as they entered the cathedral by a steel
band playing calypso music reflecting Sheran’s roots. In June she had also been
invited to attend a service in York Minster, where Archbishop Sentamu
commissioned our new Provincial President of York Province and all Diocesan
Presidents present had re-affirmed their commitment to their new roles.
Another highlight had been her invitation to attend a Royal Garden Party at
Buckingham Palace, along with her counterparts from Coventry, Northern Ireland,
Glasgow and a representative from Mary Sumner House. Having produced her
invitation, driving licence and passport, she went through into the gardens for
afternoon tea. It was a beautiful sunny day and everywhere looked beautiful. She

She did not see the Queen very clearly, unfortunately, as there were another 7,999
people present, just her back-view disappearing into one of the two huge
marquees! It had been a wonderful day all the same.
Someone to take on the role of Archdeaconry President for Macclesfield is still
needed as is a member to assist Sue Pearson with Faith and Policy.
Gillian Edwards reported on her acquisition of materials for branches to help with
fund-raising efforts, using monies from those raised at the Eaton Hall event There
will also be 1,500 banners to help advertise events, tabards and stands to hire from
Chester Diocesan office. New plastic (recycled of course) collecting
boxes® are soon to be available from the office together with
Cardboard collecting boxes for individuals to have in their homes to
collect loose change which will go to support Mothers’ Union in
Chester Diocese . It is hoped that these can be placed in churches,
(with the Vicar’s permission), so that non-members can make
contributions too.
Heather Powling followed with a short report on our World-Wide
links, asking us do we really think about the members in them, who
they are and what they do? She had picked up an entry on
Facebook on the very morning of the Branch’s part in the Wave of
Prayer this year from Amare in N. Argentina, posted by their Leader, Catherine Le
Tissier, sending greetings to which she was able to reply sending them the news that
they were being prayed for by Chester Diocese at that very time. They are still a
very small group, but working hard to encourage more women to attend church and
find out about their work. She belongs to the Facebook Group for the Province of
Grahamstown, where they shared their news with Mary Sumner House in prayer on
the International Day for Families. They had also posted pictures showing their
support for the Green Anglican movement with ecological projects such as tree
planting. She put pictures of Frodsham’s part in the Wave of prayer on this website.
She is trying to get more contact with our two African links, but
WiFi coverage can be very intermittent, so Facebook is not as
useful here. She reported that the World-Wide Council
meeting of the World-Wide President and the World-wide
Trustees has just finished in Kingali, Rwanda. This is the first
time it has been held outside the United Kingdom.
A short break in the various reports ensued, during which
Beryl Parker (left) was presented to our Chaplain, Revd.
Christine Broad by Diana Bancroft, to be acknowledged as a
speaker in Chester Diocese. She had been was commissioned
as a speaker in
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A report on the Diocesan Council and AGM, 8th June

Liverpool Diocese.

Joan Colwell then gave us the latest news of Action and Outreach. she has been
able to register with another charity which allows her to purchase sanitary products
for the pink boxes at a greatly reduced cost reduced cost. She quoted the success
of some projects already up and running and encouraged members with contact in
a local school to approach them and to see if they would like to be part of the
scheme. It was pointed out that the Government now provides items at reduced
cost, but this is only for some secondary schools and does not address the issue of
period poverty in Primary schools. A member from Rainow Branch had told Sheran
Harper about this scheme whilst at the service in Coventry Cathedral to start this
year’s “Thy Kingdom Come” prayer initiative, so maybe the idea will spread! Joan
reported on several new knitting patterns - a snuggle bear which sits round a finger
and is useful for Alzheimer’s sufferers to relieve stress, Ideas for Christmas novelty
chocolate covers and a bolero cardigan for premature babies.(For more details of
A&O see her report )
The Trustees are considering a small grant scheme for Branches and Deaneries to
help get an Idea “up and running”. They will be considering the criteria for these at
their next meeting and the Trustees hope the scheme will be in operation next
year. There will be 14 families offered AFIA holidays this year due to changes in Data Protection Law and in line with good safeguarding practices for the safety of our
members, the Trustees have taken the decision that each family will be given a £30
grocery voucher instead of the food and gift hampers previously given. Joan then

went on to explain that some of the monies donated in memory of Sally
Spencer have been used to have presentation folders printed which will be
used to present AFIA families with their paperwork and gift card. The folders include a dedication to Sally on the back. Due to an error by the printers,
the original folders had to be reprinted and we now have more than required, the extra folders would be used to promote Mothers’ Union. Everyone at the meeting was given a folder containing the meeting service sheet,
annual review and agenda.
Wearing her “official” hat as Diocesan Secretary, Dawn Colwell concluded the reports by telling us of some of the news from the Office. A post card designed by
Dawn,is also included in the pack to advertise the date of next year’s Diocesan Festival so all members can make a note of it and not become double booked. Further
details will be made available as they are finalised, but the date for the cathedral
has to be fixed a very long way in advance. She told us to contact the office if we
wished to order more of these and any of the new collecting boxes mentioned by
Gillian, also if any Branch would like more leaflets about Prisons Week, of which
Mothers’ Union is now an official partner. She mentioned plans for next year’s
Pilgrimage to Lichfield Diocese – again, contact her for copies of the details and
“registration of interest “ form. (More information
can be found on page 10.)
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If members want to attend this year’s General Meeting in Portsmouth, all the
details are on the main website, including details of how to obtain tickets.
Her final comment concerned the mention of Amazon smile cards in the leaflet
holder. Any member purchasing goods on line from Amazon can select
MU Chester from the pulldown menu, to get a donation from their purchase by
Amazon to Diocesan funds.
Wendy concluded her first meeting as our Diocesan President by thanking
everyone again and wishing them a safe journey home and the Grace was said.
Editor

PRISONS WEEK 2019
13th-19th October 2019
What does freedom mean to you?
He sets his people free. He made his agreement
everlasting. He sets his people free. He is holy and
wonderful (Psalm 111:9)
Mothers’ Union is now an official partner in Prisons Week,
so make sure you have plenty of the prayer
resources to use during the week—available from the office and posted
out early in September.
It is a week when Christian organisations join together to pray for all affected, both inside and outside of prison.
A poem by Joan Colwell after Quiet Day this year…………….
Through quiet reflection, you've been our guide
The psalmists have been there - right at our side
With pictures and feelings, we've learnt to pray
a wonderful journey, this Monday in May.
So thank you Mothers' Union for fellowship and love
Thanks to our Chaplain, - inspired from above.
With joy in our hearts, we are leaving this place,
We thank you Lord Jesus for sharing your grace.
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Rev’d Christine Broad, our Chaplain, led a
Quiet Day at Foxhill in May, focussing on the
Psalms. It was intended to have been conducted outside, utilising the beautiful
grounds there, but unfortunately our late Spring weather had other ideas! (Psalm
104:3 and 14 - “You use the clouds as your chariot and ride on the wings of the
wind. From the sky you send rain on the hills”.)

Quiet Day at Foxhill

However, all 27
members present
thoroughly enjoyed the
different approach to
Book of Psalms. Right The
exterior of the chapel ,
which provides a haven
of peace and tranquillity
Above In the dining room at Foxhill
(Psalm 104:15. - “You produce olive oil
to make him cheerful and bread to
give him strength!”)

The Royal Cheshire

Not quite as quiet and tranquil as at Foxhill, but another very successful year at the Show for the team
(below right ) running the Baby Changing tent with 366 babies and toddlers across
the 2 days. Parents of babies and small children, did, as usual, appreciate the
oasis of calm provided by the team “Mothers Union- You life savers ! Thank you for
the
quiet, clean space to sort our children out and for
some breastfeeding privacy. Much appreciated.”
said one
Mum .

Left Members of All Saints, Odd Rode after
celebrating their part in this year’s Wave of
Prayer .
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Mothers’ Union in Chester Pilgrimage 2020
Lichfield Diocese

We are arranging a two night pilgrimage to Lichfield Diocese staying at the
Shallowford Retreat House & Conference Centre.
During our stay we are hoping to include visits to Lichfield Cathedral, the
National Arboretum and The Potteries
The programme and costs are currently being planned
Leader: The Revd Christine Broad, Chaplain to the Mothers
Union for the Diocese of Chester
Venue & Date: Shallowford Retreat House; 13th – 15th July 2020
Cost To be confirmed but expected to be similar to our last pilgrimage in
2017
Booking Form
I wish to book a place for the above Pilgrimage and enclose a £50 non-refundable
deposit to secure my place
Name……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Email…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Telehone………………………………………………………………………………………

Please return this booking form enclosing your cheque made payable to
Mothers’ Union to 4 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU

Places are limited so please book early
10

Action and Outreach
Away From It All holidays This year we shall be providing 15 holidays for families
across the Diocese at a total cost of £7,481.85 ,which means that 25 adults and 33
children will benefit from the scheme. A huge thank you to everyone who has
supported us this year to keep this project ongoing. In the past, as well as
providing the caravan holiday we have also given a hamper of groceries and toys to
each family. Sometimes it has not been viable for the family to have a hamper,
especially if they are travelling to Presthaven by train, so in these cases, a supermarket gift card has been given instead. The hampers/gift cards have historically
been provided by the Deanery in which the family lives. However, the Trustees
feel that this is a little unfair, insomuch as it can prove to be quite a financial outlay
for a Deanery, especially if there are a few families going from their area.
Therefore it has been decided that in future we shall not be providing hampers but
just gift cards and that these will be funded from the AFIA fund which is supported
across the Diocese making it much fairer. The gift cards will be for £30 and will be
sent out to each family in a special Mothers’
Union folder. These folders are pictured right and
the printing of these has been funded using some
of the money we received from Sally Spencer’s
family. The AFIA scheme was something with
which Sally was particularly involved and
therefore each folder includes a dedication in
memory of Sally which reads: “In memory of Sally
Spencer a faithful, caring member of Mothers’
Union whose lasting legacy will be the wonderful
memories she created with her family and
friends in the Diocese of Chester and across the world”. One of the support workers
who has applied for a holiday on behalf of a family this year has written “Thank you
again for this fabulous scheme. It was the nicest news I’ve delivered to a family in
25 years of Health Visiting”.
Pink Box Project During the next two weeks I shall be delivering two more pink
boxes filled with sanitary items to primary schools—one in Mosley and one in
Northwich. I am very grateful to those who have helped with this project so far.
Nantwich Deanery are doing a wonderful job working with the well-being team at
Reaseheath College while Eleanor Warrington and Lynne Hibbert have both helped
in placing boxes at Tytherington, Rainow and Henbury schools. Our partnership
with In Kind Direct is working well enabling us to purchase sanitary pads at a much
reduced rate and also, through this charity, I have been able to purchase additional
items such as tubes of toothpaste and pens which have been sent to Thorn Cross
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and Styal prisons as part of our Prison Ministry.
Knitting As you know, I am constantly looking out for knitting projects with
which we can be involved. Recently there was an appeal on Facebook from
another charity asking for micro hats. These are very tiny hats which are
distributed across the country and are for those little ones who do not survive to
full term. If you feel you would like to knit some of these, the pattern is shown
below —they are very tiny and only take a short time to knit. The picture shows
some of the ones I have knitted myself while I was away on
holiday recently.
Using white or cream yarn only, DK and 3mm needles Cast on 20
sts. Knit 3 rows then 8 rows in stocking stitch starting with a knit
row. Next row K2tog across (10 sts) P2tog across (5sts). The finished hats should be posted to: Cherished Gowns UK, 2-8
Worthington Street, Dover, Kent. CT17 9AD
Pandas4Pandas Crafty Stitches in Northwich have reported that as the
Pandas4Pandas campaign has been going so well, they are now in talks with
Cheshire Fire and Rescue and North West Ambulance Service to make bears for
them both. As soon as more information and patterns are available I will let you
know.
Hats for seamen Nautical knitters are always needed to knit hats for seafarers.
Details and patterns are available from the Sailors Society. Why not look on their
website to find out how you can support this charity, and this is where you can
download a knitting pattern for an easy woolly hat.
I know that many of you enjoy knitting baby items but please don’t forget that
there is always a need for jumpers for older children and these can be sent to Knit
for Peace who will ensure that they are distributed across this country and
abroad. They can also be delivered to Care UK in Northwich who send them to
refugee camps.

Joan Colwell Action and Outreach Co-ordinator

Welcome to our new
Members.

St Saviour, Oxton

Odd Rode All Saints
Linda Fayers-Hallin
Ann Jackson
Janet McArthur
Yvonne Szkarwa

Weaverham St Mary the Virgin
Helen Golding
Dianne Jones

Gwyn McCabe
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Around the Diocese
Smiles were tinged
with sadness at
Bollington St John (left)
recently when
Macclesfield Deanery’s
Annual Festival Service
combined with a
closing ceremony for
Bollington Branch.
Rev’d Canon Veronica
Hydon took the service,
which concentrated on
the positive aspects of
all the work that had
been achieved by
Bollington in 80 years
of existence.

Above The Bowdon Deanery
Committee awaiting the bus
after spending a few hours in
Dawn's new offices. They had
accepted Dawn's invitation to
any Branch or Deanery who
might like to hold a meeting
there and inspect the premises!
Dawn had arranged a delicious
buffet lunch for them and
couldn't have been more
welcoming. They were mightily
impressed by the offices and so
glad they went.

Henbury Branch enjoyed an evening
of Tai Chi just recently. Above—
some of the members joining in
enthusiastically.
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Helsby Branch Leader, Pat Brian held a fundraising lunch at her home recently in aid of
the MU Summer of Hope Appeal. More
than 40 members and friends enjoyed a
wonderful lunch in glorious sunshine. The
event, which included a raffle and craft stall,
raised £550. Further funds were also raised
on the MU Enterprises stall .
Above Visitors enjoy the
glorious sunshine.
Right As it was the hottest
day of the year so far, others
preferred the cool of the
lounge.

Birkenhead Deanery held its
annual afternoon tea at Holy
Cross, Woodchurch. They
displayed a whole host of
wedding photos and guessed the
brides. Right the gathering of
brides with their photos and even
one of the wedding dresses. This
had been made by Jenny Davies,
who had also made all her
bridesmaid's dresses too!

Amongst the gathering there were two
ladies who had been married over 60
years. They must have been child
brides, as they look far too young to
have been married that long!
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More celebrations……
St Oswald, Malpas,
recently held their
Deanery Festival.
Instead of having a
‘retiring collection’ the
ladies were asked to
support the Chester
Enterprise Stall. Mary
Sprackling says she took
£103.60 - a goodly sum
which still goes to MU,
with £10 coming back
to Chester Diocese.

Diary for rest of 2019

Theme: Listen, observe, act –in step with God

Fri 2nd August

Office closes for the summer

Thurs 9th August

Mary Sumner Day

Tues 3rd Sept

Office re-opens

Thurs 12th Sept

Trustees meeting

Tues 17th—Wed. 18th Sept.

General Meeting in Porstmouth

Week of 13th –19th Oct. Prisons Week

Holmes Chapel St. Luke’s annual Strawberry tea event has been held for
many years. Its aim was to raise money for the MU Summer of Hope. Nearly
60 tickets were sold, but they wondered how many would actually turn up,
due to the very inclement, non-Summer weather. However, despite the wet
weather, nearly everyone attended. They also had had notice of an 88th birthday that day, (member Christine Jones) so she was duly celebrated with a
cake and the singing of Happy Birthday. It is always a successful evening;
They wonder how many more years it can go on before people lose interest,
but every year so far, when people go out of the door they say how much
they enjoyed it! It is also a good opportunity to raise funds for MU overseas
and this time £339.44 was raised, .
Left The
birthday girl
with her
strawberries,
cake and a
suitable drink
for the
occasion .
Right
The tempting
display of strawberries and
cakes which
were on offer.
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Tues. 5th Nov.

Trustees meeting

Saturday 16h Nov.

Diocesan Council, St John’s Church Centre,
Hartford

Sunday 24th Nov.

Start of 16 days of Activism

Friday 20th Dec.

Office closes for Christmas break

Mothers’ Union Diocesan Office
4 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU
E mail: mothersunionchester@outlook.com
Tel: 01244 400491
Diocesan website www. mothersunionchester.co.uk
From the Editor Copy for the next edition should be
with the Editor, Judith Dewdney by

28th October 2019
30 Henbury Rise, Henbury, Macclesfield SK11 9NW
Tel. 01625 439753 E-mail judith.torview@gmail.com

Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian, any more than standing in
a garage makes you a car…...
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