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Anchors presented during the Diocesan Festival Service at
Chester Cathedral (See page 5)
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From the Diocesan President

From the Diocesan President June 2020

It does not seem so long ago that I met many of
you at the Service of Thanksgiving in Chester
Cathedral on February 29th. It was the start of our
new theme of “Building Hope and Confidence”.
It was exciting as we looked forward to the months
of planned activities. No one ever thought about
the shock of a Worldwide scare of the Coronavirus.
I am assured by my conversations with members around the diocese that
everyone is coping with the situation as well as they can, keeping safe and well,
reaching out to others who need help. We are finding many different ways to cope
each day as we work through a challenging time.
We have been blessed with the weather enabling us to step into our gardens and
appreciate the warmth to make the flowers grow. Suddenly the pace of life has
slowed down but the birds seem to have found strong voices as the noise of traffic
has eased on the roads and in the sky, and pollution has reduced and allowed us
to breath more easily.
I have been amazed to hear how we are all being inventive coping with
cancellation of planned birthdays, activities with families who are unable to meet
because of travel restrictions and social distancing. Ideas such as having quizzes,
virtual birthday celebrations and many more.
Communication has changed between families with greater use of telephone,
Facetime and Zoom. I am appreciating using the Zoom facility which has enabled
me to speak with the Trustees and our Diocesan Secretary Dawn without having to
travel many miles.
In many areas the Church family has stepped in providing support for everyone
and television has been a support for those living alone.
One of the pleasures I have had is to send out greeting cards to members for
significant birthdays and wedding anniversaries. I have sent cards to two members
who had 100th birthdays, some to members with 90th birthdays and wedding
anniversaries for 50 and 60 years. I know celebrations have had to be cancelled ,
but from messages I have received the cards have helped in a small way.
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As you know many of our planned events have been cancelled this year, but the
hope for the future is that next year they will go ahead. One event which has been
rescheduled is the General Meeting in Belfast; this will now take place on
September 25th, 2021 with a Thanksgiving service on September 24th. There will be
an update pack available towards the end of this year.
I have good news to tell you; we have a new Bishop designate for Chester Diocese.
His wife’s name is Lindsey and they are Diocesan members of MU. He is Revd Mark
Tanner, Bishop of Berwick. They have a young family. The even better news is that
he has accepted the invitation to become our Patron. Such good news in these
difficult times. (More information on Page 4 Ed.)
The next planned meeting is the Diocesan Council on November 14 th at St John’s
Church Centre, Hartford. I am looking forward to seeing many of you there.
It has been good to hear that many of you have continued knitting blankets and
items for premature babies; keep up the good work. Blankets will be collected at
the Council meeting in November.

The new Bishop of Chester
Rt. Rev’d Mark Tanner (left) is currently
Bishop of Berwick. He is expected to take up his
new post in the autumn.
He and his wife are looking forward to
returning to Chester, where he was
ordained Deacon and was Curate in St Mary,
Upton, before moving to his first Parish in
Doncaster.
In 2007 he was appointed Vicar of Holy Trinity,
Ripon, and there he also served as Area Dean
and an Army Chaplain. In 2011 he was
appointed as Warden of Cranmer Hall, and later,
Vice Principal of St John’s College in Durham and
a non-residentiary Canon of Durham Cathedral,
a post he occupied until his move to the Diocese
of Newcastle.
He and his wife have two children, who are both
at university.

Thank you for looking after yourselves, your friends and neighbours whilst keeping
safe and well. We will get through this pandemic and meet again soon. Until then I
send you these words from the bible “Do not be anxious about anything but in every situation by prayer and petition with thanksgiving present your request to God.
And the peace of God which transcends all understanding will guard your hearts
and your minds in Jesus Christ” ( Philippians Chap 4 versus 6 & 7)
Wendy

With my love and prayers always

A message about Away From It All Holidays As this magazine goes to
print, we do not know exactly what is going to be available for the families who
have already been offered holidays in August. We are still hopeful that some of the
families will be able to enjoy a break at Presthaven Sands, albeit in a slightly
different format. Please keep these families in your prayers, for some of them
being in lockdown has proved to be very hard especially when their circumstances
were already difficult. Joan Colwell
Left Our Chaplain , Rev’d Christine Broad ,
leads an Act of Dedication at the Diocesan
Festival and above, the Dean leads the
procession out of the cathedral.

Welcome to a new member
Lache cum Saltney

Diana Farrall
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A report of the 2020 Diocesan Festival
The day of the Festival was greeted with a forecast of heavy rain and very strong
winds which unfortunately deterred many members from journeying to Chester.
Despite the gloomy forecast though, those who did venture forth enjoyed a service
in the lovely surroundings of the cathedral. As we were without a Bishop at that
time, the service was led by our Diocesan Chaplain, Rev’d. Christine Broad, and the
address given by the Dean of Chester, the Very Rev’d. Tim Stratford.
He centred his talk to us on Jesus’ great commandment “love one another as I have
loved you” and his second “Greater love hath no man…” relating these to the selfsacrificing love of a mother for her children and God’s continuing love to us through
the church. He cited three main events in our church life, the first being Baptism.
Here the hopes and fears of the parents for their child is given reassurance of the
protection of God in their lives as they grow. Then there is the sacrament of
marriage, where the love of the couple being married is echoed in God’s undying
love for us and finally, the occasion when love is most clear and at its strongest, at
funerals emphasising the hope of the resurrection in the love shown by Christ’s
death on the cross. He told us that we must learn to love ourselves with all our
failings, so that we can truly love others. The Kingdom of God, he said, is built on
showing love for others by overcoming our
own self-centredness.
This was followed by two acts of
Commissioning. First of all, three new
Mothers’ Union Speakers were
commissioned, (left) and (right) Ann
Barlow was
commissioned as
Diocesan
Ambassador
for the
Children’s Society in Chester Diocese. Rev’d. Christine then led all members and friends in an act of
Dedication, before the Vicars of St Michael and All
Angels, Bramhall and Norbury Parish Church offered
prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession. To
emphasise our sure and steadfast love in God,
anchors, each representing one of the aspects of our
work for Mothers’ Union here in Chester Diocese
were brought forward by our Trustees to the chancel
steps . (photo on front page)
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Moira Garnett Prize 2020- “Building Hope and
Confidence”
The last few months of Spring 2020
have been challenging for all of us.
In this year’s practice run of the
Moira Garnett Prize, the children
demonstrated and showed their
understanding of our theme
“Building Hope and Confidence”.
The doors to the school were
closed just a week before the
scheduled final judging. Buffetsausage rolls, sandwiches and
cakes on hold! Over that time
schools and exam boards were
discussing how to assess students
work so that they could attain their
grades.
The Moira Garnett Trophy
Not to be deterred - why couldn’t we
do the same? Not an easy task as the
teachers were unable to contact the children directly and were unable to assess
the home situations the children were in. A general e-mail was sent out. All 8
groups responded. This was encouraging for us as an organisation- it showed that
the children had taken on board the ethos of the project and were as committed
as we were to see a completion. The power points and scripts were e-mailed to
our judges- Mavis McKie and Sylvia Webb, who have experience from judging this
project in the past. A worthy winning team was chosen.
Team FEDG - Florence ; Ellie ; Donald ; George
Using “Zoom” ,our members were able to use this facility for our “Wave of
Prayer” and time allowed for us to incorporate the Moira Garnett announcement.
Carol Thomas (daughter of Moira) was able to join us and spoke of how her
mother was involved with the project at its infancy. Carol presented the prize
virtually.

R.I.P. Margaret Wills 1922 –2020. It is hoped to write more about her work

for MU in the next issue.
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Recent celebrations
Frances Withers of Neston Branch, celebrated 60 years
in Mothers’ Union on 11th May 2020. She was enrolled
on her 29th Birthday in 1960 into Neston Branch by
Canon Hampton, the then Vicar. She is so proud of this
and they are very proud of her. At their last meeting in
March she brought her enrolment certificate along to
show everyone and Angela Klabou took a photo. The
certificate is much larger than our present one, and it
is interesting to read the old MU prayer. Neston
Branch had hoped to have a celebration in May, but
that of course could not happen during lockdown.

Sadie Rowe, (right) member at St Saviour's, Oxton,
celebrated her 100 birthday on May 6th. she is thought
to be the only member of the branch to reach that landmark. Sadie has been a faithful member of St. Andrew's
congregation for more than 30 years and joined MU in
2001. Our members were hoping to celebrate with Sadie
and sing to her at our Deanery Tea. Sadly the
virus restrictions in place meant that all Sadie's
celebrations had to be cancelled but she received
numerous cards from family and friends as well as one
from the Queen, another from Wendy, and a card and a
Branch gift .

Left Another centenarian!
Sybil Crossland of Norbury Evening Branch celebrated her
birthday at the end of May .The photograph was taken by her
son on VE day this year .
She first joined ‘the Young Wives ‘ Group but is not sure for
how many years she was a member before she joined MU.
She has already had 60 years Long Service certificate and she
wants to carry on being a member!
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Branch Life in Lockdown. News of activities in the Branches
Right Members from Gawsworth Branch joined the
“Macclesfield Scrubbers “ producing washable PPE
equipment for local hospitals. Sometimes they had
new materials , on other occasions items such as
duvet covers were used
( right)
(left) Thurstaston & Irby
have made PPE too. One
of theirs is modelled for
us.

Right The Enterprise Box
takes to the fresh air ….. In Mary
Sprackling’s driveway, to reach old
and hopefully, some new customers
for MU. material.

Left A basketful of octopuses for
premature babies to finger were knitted
by Jean Osborne from Henbury Branch.
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Blankets for refugees have kept
knitting needles very busy!
…... In Neston
(right)

…..In Toft
(above left)
… ...In Henbury, where canula tubes for
premature babies and fiddle teddies for
dementia
patients
also
featured.
(right )

Norley, Croton and
Kingsley Branch have
got “red hot”
needles too!
( above left) They
have also
produced lovely
knitted soft toys
for sale later (left)
and one member
made bags (right) as thank you
gifts for those who had helped
her –but got a little carried
away, so there are also some to
sell when life returns to normal.
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Life styles in Lockdown ……..
Many members learned to Zoom, Skype etc. With
modern technology helping families stay together.
Our Diocesan President’s granddaughter
Helen , (right) had her virtual 18th birthday party with all
the family, in Bradfield green, Macclesfield and Hazel
Grove! In each house they had cake, champagne, soft
drinks and singing as she blew out the candles.
Not quite the party she expected but never the less
enjoyed by all ,especially
Helen!
Mary Impey, member of Bramhall St Michael, writes…...
I last visited my granddaughter, Betty, (left) at her home
right at the beginning of lockdown. We have kept in
touch by using all the routes available, including Zoom,
and very recently I was able to join her for a socially
distanced walk where we spent quite a while watching
thousands of tadpoles zooming between reed beds in
Happy Valley. She later rang and invited me for
afternoon tea . When I arrived, her table was already set
out with a variety of sandwiches as well as an assortment
of homemade cakes. She had baked all day before and
prepared her sandwiches that morning. She had placed her chairs socially
distanced around the garden for her Granny and Grandma. Dad was on hand to
pour copious cups of tea and Mum kept their two dogs in order. It was such a happy
afternoon— didn’t Betty do well for an 11 year old.
(A potential MU member ? Ed)
News from Helsby Branch
As the majority of our members are over 80, we have been keeping in touch by
telephone during the lock down. Several members have been making scrub bags,
toiletry bags, hearts and knitted rainbow hand puppets for Warrington hospital.
Others have continued knitting baby and toddler garments for the Women’s refuge
and Save the family. Friends, family and neighbours have generously donated fabric
and wool. One of their younger members put our Wave of Prayer – beautifully read
and sung - on You tube and Face Book. She had 10 views on You Tube and 483 on
Face Book (from around the world)
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A word from the Chaplain

Pat Buchan, one of Holy Cross with Christ Church, Timperley
branch members, together with members of the Parish, has
been painting stones during lockdown to put in the Parish
Gardens. Pictured are some that they have painted. Pat has
also been accepted as a
trainee Reader.

Staying faithful

Above An MU badge,
complete with
detailed world map.
Left The Lord’s Prayer .

At St George’s Stockport branch as soon as the idea of
lockdown was mooted, they decided to divide the branch into 4 groups with one
member asked to make a weekly telephone contact with those on her list. They
considered that actually speaking to a person was very important. This plan is still in
operation and they are alerted to any problems. As
the majority of their members live alone, an Easter
card was made from a collection of flower photos
found in a box. The simple action of this card dropping
through the letter box was such a comfort to all that it
was decided to continue. Now, every two weeks handmade cards are sent out which have been made from
old birthday cards, small pieces of embroidery, silk &
paper flowers, postcards and fabric. These contain an
insert with short prayers, sayings and quotations and
one member has also made prayer booklets along
with a bookmark. They feel this has helped to keep
the group together and to know that people care.
Knowsley, Crofton and Kingsley Branch besides lots of
knitting activity, has also been keeping all members connected via emails (they call
these “our ramblings), sent out regularly, including quizzes, poems, and photos .
The comfort of prayer has also been shared. Members not on email, weekly visits
have been made, or phone calls so all feel connected.
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How the world has changed since I last wrote for MU
matters in the Spring of this year! Who would have
predicted just a few months ago that for most of the
Spring and much of the Summer of 2020 we would have
been required by the government to refrain from leaving our homes and meeting in person with our families
and friends to prevent the further spread of the Coronovirus Covid 19. I wonder
how this time of lockdown has been for you?
As I write in the middle of June the strict restrictions placed on our lives have
recently been lifted just a little- we can now meet out of doors in small numbers,
and the shops are open again. How excited I was to be able to see my family
again! This experience of lockdown has made me realise how many important
things in my life I had previously taken for granted- like seeing my family, and
how many things I thought were important- like going to the shops for non essential items I could actually do without. I wonder if your list of priorities has
changed at all during this time?
Something that many of us will have missed during this time of lockdown are our
regular MU meetings, and it may still be quite some time before those meetings
can take place in person again. MU trustees have met online, we have found a
new way to have our meetings and although its not the same as meeting in
person a lot of petrol has been saved and that’s got to be good for the
environment. I wonder if you can think of any other good thing that has come out
of this very difficult time of lockdown?
So- the last few months have not been easy, and as we continue this journey
through a difficult time there are many things to reflect on. As Christians its
important that we hold our thoughts and reflections, and even our frustrations
before God and seek God’s comfort and strength as well God’s wisdom in the
different situations we encounter from day to day. The world has changed but
God’s love for us remains sure and strong, and we can still say with hope and
confidence, “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!” This is still
true. The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews says, “ Jesus Chris is the same,
yesterday, today and forever” Hebrews 13:8, and so even though the world may
change- we can still have faith, and having faith gives us something secure to hold
onto- at all times and in all places- what a gift. May God bless you and keep you
safe!
Christine
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MOTHERS’ UNION OFFICE
The office has seen some challenging times in recent
years such as the ceiling falling in and being moved to a
new building but this current situation is unprecedented.
The office has physically been closed since we went into
lockdown on 23rd March but as you can see from the
cartoon I have been virtually open as normal.
Working from home has its blessings ( no travel and I can go to work in my slippers )
but it feels very strange not to see any of you or talk to you on the phone. The
technology we have is wonderful and I have been able to carry on working via email
and zoom meetings.
Thank you to all the Deanery and Branch Leaders who have helped keep
information flowing to and from our members it has made my life much easier and
your help is very much appreciated.
As restrictions are easing I am able to go into the office periodically to collect post
and do some printing but the office will not be fully open until after the summer,
hopefully September will see a return to normality. In the meantime if you wish to
send anything to the office please do so and I will be able to collect any post on a
weekly basis from July. As always I am available via email please make sure that
you use the correct address so that I receive your email. I can no longer access the
old account. The address to use is:mothersunionchester@outlook.com
I have had some lovely messages regarding the photo of me with my grandsons
which was in the last issue of MUM and I am delighted to let you all know that Max
is growing very fast and at six months old has found his voice and is making his
presence known. I am keeping in touch with the family via video calls and can’t
wait to be able to give him a cuddle again. Thank you all for your support and
prayers when Max was born.
When the office is open my daily exercise usually consists of walking to and from the train station but during lockdown I have been able to get out and about
and enjoy the surrounding countryside. I’ve also
learnt how to make cartoon pictures, I hope they
make you smile.
Stay safe and well,
Dawn Colwell
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ACTION AND OUTREACH
Knitting and Sewing I have been busy honing my sewing skills and have made 15
sanitary pad packs for the charity which we support through Pat Brian’s link in
Africa. I am not entirely sure if my husband was impressed with the our dining
room table being covered with sanitary pads but I did explain that it was for a good
cause!
Thank you to everyone who has knitted blankets—these will be collected at our
November council meeting, all being well. I have heard that Knit for Peace are once
again accepting knitted items but please make sure to only send
the items they require for the time being—details can be found on
their website. This is because they are operating with a reduced
level of staff and therefore will be unable to take lots of donations
which they cannot distribute immediately. Knitted headband
fasteners or “ear savers” as they are called, (right) have also been
well received by local NHS workers—these have been distributed
by the group “for the love of scrubs” who have been doing a
wonderful job around the county co-ordinating sewers and knitters so that the
demand for these items could be maintained and keep people safe.
When Avril Potter (Chester Branch) contacted me a few weeks ago asking if there
were any knitted hearts available which could be used at the home where she
works, I was able to download a pattern recommended by a fellow MU member and
begin knitting. These were packaged in pairs and sent off and I was delighted to
learn what happened next……….. She writes “I want to say a huge thank you to the
Mothers’ Union. I work at a Care Home in Chester and we have just been through
the most challenging and sad times due to the pandemic. The residents haven’t
been able to have visitors since the middle of March. I saw the idea about the
knitted hearts, one for the resident which we put above their bed and the other is
sent to the family. I contacted Joan and was thrilled when
the 1st batch of hearts arrived. The activities team send
out a little personalized message with each heart sent to a
family, on the reverse it says Made with love by the
Mothers’ Union. At the moment some residents have
window visits and others have socially distanced visits in
the garden. Through sending these hearts, people have
asked me about Mothers’ Union and I have been able to
share stories with them. The daughter of one of the
recipients posted this picture on Facebook after her Mum, received this from her
husband. The comment she posted said that when her mum received this little
heart, it made them both cry—they were so grateful to the team from the home for
sending it. Avril says it made her realise how much joy our efforts can bring.
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Joan Colwell,
Action and Outreach

Before lockdown…..

CALENDAR July — December 2020
Left Henbury Branch held their annual Lent Lunch,
raising funds for Make a Mothers’ Day gifts in memory
of past members. This year they raised £276 and
purchased 2 x £101 gifts to train two parenting
co-ordinators, several other less costly gifts and with
the balance of £2 they purchased two Living Cards
which contain wild flower seeds to plant around the
Church or Church Hall in memory of late members who
worked in past years to raise funds and awareness of
Mothers’ Union.

Right Nantwich Branch members who played

a leading role in their World Day of Prayer
observance. From left, Rita Johnson,
Christine Kirkby and Lynne Marsh wearing East
African garments took part in the service
composed by women of Zimbabwe.

Lache-cumSaltney St.
Mark took a photo (left) at their last meeting on
the 4th March where they celebrated their
mothers and also member Barbara Jones's 90th
Birthday, she is shown holding a basket of

Friday 31st July
Office closes for Summer
Friday 9th August Mary Sumner Day
Tuesday 1st September Office re-opens
Tuesday 8th September Trustees meeting in Daresbury
Week of 11th – 17th October
Prisons Week
Tuesday 3rd November Trustees meeting in Daresbury
Saturday 14th November 10.00 am AGM & Diocesan Council,
St Johns Church Centre, Hartford
Wednesday 25th November

16 Days of Activism against
gender violence

Friday 18th December Office closes for Christmas break

Mothers’ Union Diocesan Office
4 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU
E mail: mothersunionchester@outlook.com
Tel: 01244 400491
Diocesan website www. mothersunionchester.co.uk
Central website
mothersunion.org

From the Editor Copy for the next edition should be
with the Editor, Judith Dewdney by

23rd October 2020
30 Henbury Rise, Henbury, Macclesfield SK11 9NW
Tel. 01625 439753 E-mail judith.torview@gmail.com

flowers given to her by the
branch.
Also in early March St. John,
High Legh Branch (right)
held a “Caravan Drive”, joined
by 8 visitors. Tea and cake
followed to make a very
enjoyable afternoon. £100
was raised for AFIA.

From the Editor A huge thank you to all who responded to the request for photos
and articles. I have done my best to include as much as possible and hope to have
“Life in Lockdown part 2 “ with the rest in the Autumn issue – please keep your
news coming now and after lockdown is over!
Judith Dewdney

15

16

