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MULOA Mothers’ Union Listens, Observes, Acts.
MULOA is a process which will enable all the 600 dioceses in which
Mothers’ Union works globally to listen to each other, to the people we
serve and to partners so that we can co-create the future together. It will
help us to be clear about our God-given purpose and direction in our local
and global context. It will energise and inspire us in our relationships and
calling so that we can be more effective in making a difference in our world.
Please take the opportunity to pray for the MULOA process in your branches or at home, using the MULOA Prayer:

Bluebells at Henbury Hall

In Mary
Sumner’s
footsteps
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From the Diocesan President
Our theme for 2018 is “In Mary
Sumner’s footsteps”. 2018 is a
I
significant year for Mothers’ Union,
with our triennial elections and
the beginning of our MULOA global
conversations throughout the Provinces to inform our way ahead.
As we look to the future, we want to build on our heritage, and in
particular, the life and vision of our founder, Mary Sumner.
Mary Sumner was a woman of deep faith, with a heart for prayer
and a determination to make a difference in the lives of others. She
listened to God and acted upon his call. Contrary to what is often
assumed, she was an older woman, a Grandmother, when she took
the first steps which eventually led to the establishment of Mothers’
Union. She was not a natural speaker, but quiet and diffident.
However, her faith and resolve to follow God’s call to make a
difference to families and society, laid the foundations for today’s
worldwide movement.
Our theme will focus on the example of our founder, and on the
core principles of Mothers’ Union; listening to God and each other,
having determination to take steps of faith as we journey together in
response to His call.
I look forward to meeting with many of you as we journey through
this special year
together.
With my love and
prayers,
Viv
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Diocesan Council, November 2017
Our then Chaplain, Canon Chris Humphries, opened
his last Diocesan Council with a mention of his
upcoming move to the Yorkshire coast with its
lighthouses protecting shipping through darkness
and storms – as we are protected by God from
turbulence in our own lives. In his prayers he made
special mention of members of MU in Trinidad and
Tobago, islands which had recently suffered the
effects of violent hurricanes.
Our Diocesan President ,Viv Ley, then reported on our activities during
2017, making special mention of the Pilgrimage to South Wales, the big
fund-raising effort at Eaton Estate and the recent Quiet Day with Bishop
Libby. She told us of forthcoming forms for all to fill in – Mary Sumer House
are creating a central database of all members to improve
communications and introduced 2018’s theme of “In Mary Sumner’s
footsteps”. We are asked to try and spread the word about MU in Parishes
which do not have a Branch, in the hope that we can become represented
in all parishes n the Diocese. She reminded members that elections will be
due in 2018 and asked everyone to think who might be approached to fill
the various posts as they arise. She
mentioned that the Big Church Day Out will
be held at Capesthorne Hall again, at which
MU will be represented and that there will
be a special service of thanksgiving for the
Triennium at the end of 2018 – namely at
York Minster on 9th November at 11a.m.
There were reports from Faith and Policy,
with a special mention of Derek
Buckthorpe, who we all hope will be much
The prayer written in
better by the next Council meeting and from
Styal Prison
Jackie Gibson, who gave us the good news that
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subscriptions will remain the same next year and that the Diocese had
received a £2,036 in a gift aid refund during 2017.
Joan Colwell reported on AFIA holidays for 2017, with 25 adults and 37
children being the recipients of caravan holidays and with caravans already
booked for 2018. She introduced Ollie the Octopus, a new knitting project
for premature babies. These are to be knitted in cotton and suitably
stuffed with compliant filling (no old tights!) The Prison ministry continues
with Christmas cards already written for distribution to Styal and Thorn
Cross. The release bag project was so successful, that it is hoped to
introduce this as an on-going project for the Diocese, not just a “one-off”,
adding it to our list for fund-raising activities. At a Service of Thanksgiving
in Styal, one Mum had written a beautiful poem which Joan shared with
those present. Our work was quoted as a “gift from God”, so please help
keep it going.
Gillian Edwards’ report as Fund raising and Communications Coordinator,
was one of the highlights of the meeting, as she was able to announce the
final total from the Eaton Estate day. The magnificent total of £16, 229.31
had been received, which comprised the money MU members raised on
the day at the various stalls, plus our share of the overall total raised on
the four Open Days during the year. This constitutes the largest sum ever
raised in one event in Chester Diocese – a fantastic result! She had recently
completed a half-marathon, which had raised more funds for MU Chester
Diocese and, like all other events, helped to raise our profile in the area.
The meeting continued with two important events , firstly Dawn Colwell’s
commissioning as an MU Speaker by Canon Humphries. Dawn had been
unable to attend the Diocesan Festival to be commissioned with our other
new speakers, because of a very important prior engagement at her
daughter’s wedding!
The meeting concluded with Canon Chris encouraging us to spend our time
wisely and well with a good balance between indoor and outdoor activities
in Christian family life, with quality time spent together. We concluded
with two hymns “ Lord, my boat is so small” (one written by himself) and
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and “This little light of
mine” , a reference to his
earlier remarks about
lighthouses and spreading
the light of the Christian life
widely. The meeting
concluded with lunch assembled from food provided
by our branches. Ed
Above left Canon Chris commissions Dawn
Colwell as a Diocesan Speaker, adding
another “hat” to her collection, as she is also our
Diocesan Secretary and right Canon Chris with
Viv Ley after the retirement presentation .

St. Matthew’s, Edgeley (pictured right) at the
recent commissioning of the new Branch Leader, Rita
Waters, by the Revd. David Brewster are Norma
Stowman, retiring after 9 years as Branch Leader,
Rev’d David, Wendy Sykes, Archdeaconry President
and Stockport Deanery Leader. Florence Barlow.

The lovely picture of
Asian was painted by a
member.

An Outreach to the local community was held
at St Michael's, Bramhall. Many of their MU
Members helped in various ways. It was very
rewarding, with a footfall of just under 2,000
people attending over a period of six days. The
first two days were for organised school parties
and then it was open to the community
itself. Much cake and tea was consumed
during this time!
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Mothers in Ghana, 2017

TRAUMA TEDDIES – KNUTSFORD
DEANERY 2017
The latest contributions of 10
teddies went to Styal Prison for
the toddlers last year, then a
member of the North West Air
Ambulance joined members from
the Knutsford Deanery at St
Philip & St James, Alderley Edge
and accepted over 80 and gave
us a talk about their work and
achievements.
Above Bishop Libby blesses the teddies before their
distribution.
Welcome to our new

Members

Nantwich St Mary
Anne Vetter,
Lynn Swift,
Richard Jones,
Vanessa Layfield

Alderley Edge St Philip & St James
Susan Pawsey
Bramhall St Michael & All Angels
Nina Hawkins
Dorothy Preston

Neston St Mary & St Helen
Gloria Dodd
Marion Forshaw
Sandra Parker
Haidee Rogers

Little Budworth St. Peter
Joan Morris.

Edgeley St Matthew
Margaret Phillis

Timperley Holy Cross with Christ
Church,
Margaret Thomason
Diane Stott
Janet Smith

Henbury St Thomas
Susan Ryder
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St. Wilfrid’s Parish in Mobberley has a long-standing, strong link with the
Dioceses of Kumasi and Mampong in Ghana. In February 2017 a group went
out there for two weeks to further cement the bond of friendship and get to
know each other better. One of the places they visited, in the photo, was
the Mothers’ Union Day Care Centre, which includes a primary school. Mary
told me the children all wear uniforms so look very smart and seem very
happy, in fact, everyone was happy. They have very little in the schools, just
a desk each and a chair and, if they are lucky, a text book. They didn’t have
any of the normal things you see in an English school The group took reams
of paper, text books, books to write in, pens, pencils, rubbers, rulers, pencil
sharpeners, crayons, blow-up globes, anything they could think of that the
children would need, including posters of maps and tables. The Rector took
a laptop computer donated by Mobberley Church School and it is hoped
that a link will be formed with one of the schools they visited and they will
be able to skype to each other.
The head of the Mothers Union in Mampong and Kumasi is Martha Bodu
Boateng. The group saw her several times in the two weeks they were there
but each time no-one recognised her, because, as is the habit there, she
wore a different wig every time! She is a really lovely, friendly, jolly lady.
The group had been to a wedding and were having lunch at the Dean’s
house before they went back to the church for the wake of a parishioner
who had died. The wakes last all day, so everyone greets the family of the
deceased, they have loud music and money donations are given. They all
wear black but the clothes are amazing, some are the traditional robes but
most are very beautiful black outfits. On the way to the Dean ’s they saw
Martha who was having a meeting with the clergy wives of the area. One of
the group’s members was the wife of the Vicar in Prestbury and another
was a curate in Prestbury who had trained at Mobberley, so these two
ladies were invited in for a cup of tea with the clergy wives. The group went
to the wedding and also two funerals to which they were invited and found
that the families were very honoured that they had agreed to join them.
They took part in the Sunday Services in both Cathedrals, but more of that
perhaps, another time.
In Mampong there is a Midwife Training College which the group visited. It
was very encouraging, but also heart-breaking as more midwives are being
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trained so fewer children and mothers die in childbirth, but as the families
of the trainees have to pay for the training and the trainees cannot work
and earn money whilst training, many of them have to give up because
they cannot afford the course fees, which equate to about £1000 a year
for 3 years.
Mampong Babies Home has been linked with Mobberley Parish for many
years and was the main reason for the visit. It caters for babies from one
to five years of age and they can stay there until someone is willing to give
them a home. Due to the improvement in antenatal care the number of
new-born babies left in the Home is going down, but there is a growth in
the number of abandoned toddlers, so the focus of the Home is having to
shift slightly to the older children. Members of the group said that they
had mixed emotions, admiration for what the Staff are trying to do, but
also shock and sadness at the resources they have to work with. One
member said the rooms were spotless and the children are loved by the
carers so much, but the lack of any equipment, clothing, furniture, toys,
soft toys or play equipment hit him immediately. After lunch and a tour of
the Home, the visiting group presented the Superintendent with
“a mountain “ of gifts they had taken, everything from toys, to clothes, to
toothpaste and toothbrushes, many of them donated by well-wishers in
several parishes here. Mothers’ Union take in presents and help with
festivities at Christmas and Easter.
Dean Elvis and Bishop Cyril from Kumasi and Mampong have visited
Mobberley. Twenty MU badges from MU Enterprises stock have been
taken to Ghana. Kumasi Diocese features in the wave of prayer on January
12th to 14th each year and in the MU Annual Report 2016. Revd Ian Blay
was made an Honorary Canon of Mampong Cathedral soon after
Mampong became a separate Diocese, in recognition of over twenty years
of support for the Babies Home.
Getting to know personally, the people, the country and the customs of
the area you support overseas has been a wonderful experience for this
group. Hearing all about their visit has made a huge impression on me. I
am more convinced than ever that supporting Mothers’ Union in the way
these personal contacts do, is the best way forward for the future.
Audrey Sharman
(With thanks to Revd Canon Ian Blay, Mary Harwood and John Hennerley)
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Mothers’ Union in Latin America
Under the name Amare – Agrupación de Mujeres Anglicanas Renovadas en
el Espíritu (Anglican Women Renewed in the Spirit).a new arm of MU has
been formed. The word Amare means “I will love” and the group is
described as more of a movement than an organisation. Unlike its
counterparts in Africa, the Mothers’ Union in South America is not yet very
large or significant; but the embryonic
group has just held its first training event
and looks set to increase. Amare began in
the Diocese of Northern Argentina, (one of
our linked Dioceses) and last
December, the group brought together
women from there, and from the dioceses
of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile and Peru to
reflect on Amare’s development in the region. More than 60 women
– including some from the indigenous Wichi and Toba peoples – gathered at
the Anglican retreat centre in La Caldera village, near Salta.
Together, the group assessed the challenges faced in developing this new
approach to family and women’s work in the different dioceses.
The meeting sprang from a regional Mothers’ Union training event for the
Americas held in October in the Caribbean. That event was part of the
global initiative MULOA – Mothers’ Union Listens Observes Acts– which is
designed to help MU groups to “explore the essence of what it is to be
Mothers’ Union, and how we can
uniquely contribute to making a real
difference to people’s lives.” The
MULOA process is running until
Spring 2019 around the world in the
600 dioceses in which MU is active
The process will help to prepare a
global strategy for the MU beyond
2020.
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Amare was officially affiliated to the Mothers’ Union in 2014 and has since
grown to around 1,500 members in two years. It is enabling women to find
their role and their voice in the church, and more importantly in the family
and the community. The local Bishop said that the workshop “is
encouraging women in neighbouring dioceses to form a similar
network of groups, both for empowering women, and enabling better
parenting. Whilst there are plenty of women’s activities in many churches,
the experience of Amare, and the vision it has given to Latin American
women, is also helping grow disciples in the family, and providing the opportunity for discerning cooperation in the future.”

Back in the UK ...MU involved in Parliamentary discussions
In January, Chief Executive, Bev Julien and Mothers’ Union Coventry
Diocese Parenting Facilitator, Karen Morris ,attended a Parliamentary
consultation on “Supporting Relationship Education” hosted at Parliament
by Fiona Bruce MP. Karen is currently involved in “What Should We Tell
the Children about Relationships and Sex?” in her diocese. It is a
parenting programme developed in 2004 by Coventry University Health
Services Research Centre, commissioned by Coventry City Council. Mothers’ Union parenting facilitators were amongst those on the steering
group, and have been the major providers of the programme in Warwickshire. Karen said the “What do we tell the children” scheme of Mothers’
Union enables parents begin to hold conversations with their children in
conjunction with schools. Bev says “It’s extremely important that we are
sitting at the table and contributing to such an important discussion, MU is
at the forefront of promoting family life” (See more on the MU website )
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St Bartholomew and St Chad Thurstaston and Irby EMU.
(With good advice on how to get a new Branch “up and running” Ed.)
Their Secretary writes “We have been going 12 years on 12 May 2018. An

Evening Mothers Union was formed to bring younger members to the MU,
as none of us could make an afternoon, being at work or with children. We
average around 12-14 members ranging from late 30s to 50s. We were
started off by a regular MU member, Leslie
Worral, inviting every female on the electoral
roll to a ‘knicker night’, refreshments and a
quiz. We all brought knickers for the local
women's refuge. Then two people
volunteered to think up something for the
next meeting then at that one, another two
volunteered, until we got going with Leslie's
help and formed a small committee. We have
got up to all-sorts over the years, such as line
dancing, Zumba, felting, patchwork,
jewellery making, card making, table flower
arrangements, decoupage, button pictures,
Spanish and Indian evenings, ten-pin bowling,
hand bell ringing, pastel drawing, oil painting
demos, cake decoration demos, lots of evening meals out as well as
hearing talks on a variety of topics. We hold different charity events such
as tea & toast bring & buy, attic sales, soup & a roll bring & buy.
Unfortunately the day time MU folded last year, so those that wanted to
joined our evening sessions.
Having kept a copy of MUM with the baptism teddy in it, we
decided to give it a go and two members, knitted and made cards, (the
photo shows a couple of them.) Now two years later, we are still knitting
and card- making to the delight of our baptism families. It is a lovely idea
to connect to the families outside and within the church.

Christine Rostock

Secretary
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Our new Diocesan Chaplain...

It is with great pleasure that we have heard that
our New Diocesan Chaplain is to be Rev’d
Christine Broad, who is currently Associate
Vicar of Oxton St Saviour in Birkenhead.
She is pictured right We look forward to
meeting her in person!

The celebration of 60 years of Mothers’
Union in Little Budworth
culminated in a special service at St.
Peter’s in October. Diocesan
President, Viv Ley and Deanery Leader,
Joan Colwell, members from
throughout the deanery and friends
from Neston branch joined in the
service which also included the usual
congregation. Members were adorned
with hats just as they would have been
60 years ago. Our vicar (the Diocesan
Mothers’ Union Chaplain at the time)
led the service, and his talk and prayers
gave thanks for the work of Mothers’
Union especially in this branch and for
past members. A special cake was then cut by Joan Morris and Diana

Bancroft, (right) both are daughters of founder members Bron Williams
and Hester Prince.
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The Wedding Show at Tatton Park was, as
usual, a successful weekend for the Church of
England and Mothers’ Union. Conversations were
held with more than 200 brides/couples over the
two days. Some quite brief, as they were planning
a civil ceremony -but the helpers tried to show
that MU and the church care about them and
wish them well and that was obviously
appreciated.
Ann Elliott says “My feeling is that at least 50% (if
not more) of those we spoke to were intending to have a church wedding. So don’t believe the media, the decline isn’t as great as they would
have us think. I asked one couple if they were considering a church wedding and was rather taken aback by the abrupt reply-“definitely”, said
the bride, “it’s the only thing we’re agreeing on at the moment!” Planning a wedding is a stressful time so if we can answer questions and allay
some worries that’s a very good reason for being there.”

Dilys Harrison celebrated her 100th
birthday on January 18 at St Stephen' s
Prenton. A member there for 60
years, and a church member there for
much longer, she wanted her party at
the church—her “home”. About 60
were present, enjoying a real party
with much laughter. She was thrilled to
receive cards from the Queen, Esther
McVey, Lynne Temby and Viv Ley
amongst many, many others.
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Around the Diocese…..

Calendar 2018 Theme “ In Mary Sumner’s footsteps “

Catching up with Christmas!
St Barnabas Bromborough MU took part
in the church Christmas Tree Festival
which was held over six days.at the
beginning of December. The theme of the
festival was angels and members
enjoyed making paper angels, colouring in
wooden angels to display on their tree and
making angels to hang on the five huge
trees which were at the back of the
church. The MU tree had angels with the
names of the 84
countries in
which there are
MU
members. Over
1,000 people
visited the
church on the Saturday. One member
told the story of The Lamb and the
Angel to the Kids' Church, to visiting
schools, After School Club and a
nursery.

When I was compiling this edition,
“the beast from the East” was still
raging outside, so Christmas with its
snow and ice seemed quite
appropriate! Ed.

Above Burton and
Puddington’s tree was one of
30 on display in the church
from the beginning of Advent
until Twelfth Night.

Sunday 11th March Mothering Sunday
Thursday 29th March Office closes for Easter break
Sunday 1st April
Easter Day
th
Monday 9 April
Lady Day
Tuesday 17th April Office re-opens after Easter break
Tuesday 8th May
Trustees
th
th
Fri/Sun 18 – 20 May
Wave of Prayer
Thursday 31st May 11.30 am
Diocesan Festival – St Georges, Stockport
With special guest Bev Julienn, our C.E.O. from Mary Sumner House
Fri/Sat 1st – 2nd June Big Church Day Out at Capesthorne Hall
Thursday 14th June Prayer Walk Norbury Bank, Frodsham 12.30p.m.
Tues/Wed 19th – 20th June Cheshire Show
Saturday 30th June AGM & Diocesan Council, St Johns Church entre, Hartford
Tues/Wed 19th – 20th June Cheshire Show
Saturday 30th June AGM & Diocesan Council, St Johns Church Centre, Hartford
Friday 3rd August
Office closes for Summer
th
Thursday 9 August Mary Sumner Day
Tuesday 4th September
Office re-opens

Mothers’ Union Diocesan Office
9 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU
N.B. new e-mail address
E mail:

mothersunionchester@outlook.com

Tel: 01244 400491
Diocesan website www. mothersunionchester.co.uk

From the Editor Copy for the next edition should be
with the Editor, Judith Dewdney by

8th June 2018
30 Henbury Rise, Henbury, Macclesfield SK11 9NW
Tel. 01625 439753 E-mail judith.torview@gmail.com
“God does not call the equipped, He equips the called “
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