Mothers’ Union Matters
in the Diocese of Chester
Summer 2017
Charity Number 221214

They put their faith into action and, with 10 replacement joints
between them, raised over £1000! See page 4 for a report.

Left Our Chaplain, Rev’d Canon Chris
Humphries, took part in the recent Chester
half marathon (13.1 miles!) on behalf of MU.
Here he is at the halfway point, still going
strong. He finished in an amazing 1 hour 59
minutes and 18 seconds!! He was 30th in his
category, which was an excellent time for his
age group and in doing so raised £1,500 (to
date)
Congratulations and thanks Chris!

Nantwich Deanery celebrated
Lady Day this year at St
Barnabas Church in Crewe. The memorable
service in this beautiful church was conducted by
Father Powell and was followed by a wonderful
“Bring and Share” lunch in the Church Hall.
Members requested that the collection, to which
the church added the following Sunday’s, be
donated to the South Sudan Appeal.
St Barnabas, which opened for worship in 1886,
has the oldest Mothers’ Union branch in the
Chester Diocese; it celebrates its 125th
Anniversary this year.
Congratulations on your anniversary, St
Barnabas! Ed.
Middlewich Deanery Festival was held in April
at St. Helen Northwich. The preacher was
Canon Chris Humphries. During the service
items were brought up to represent the many
projects in which Mothers' Union are involved.
L. to r. Diana Bancroft (Chester Archdeaconry
President , Viv, Rev’d Alison Harris (Vicar of St.
Helens), Joan Colwell and our Chaplain.
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Above L to r Wendy Sykes,
Macclesfield Archdeaconry
President, Margaret Smallman
Nantwich Deanery Leader,
Vivien Ley Diocesan President,
Janice Kelly St Barnabas Branch
Leader and Father Powell, Priest
at St Barnabas.

From the Diocesan President
I have been hugely privileged this spring to attend
several important events, some as your Diocesan
President and some as
a church member in
this diocese. I was in
Dublin in March for our Worldwide Council
Meeting and with you in Chester in May for
our Diocesan Festival Eucharist. Towards the
end of May, I was in Swanwick for the diocesan
Lay Conference and as part of the Thy
Viv with Mary Vunagi, Provincial
Kingdom Come Prayer Wave I was in Chester
President of the Solomon Islands,
again for a lunchtime Taizé Service. The
in Dublin .
beginning of June saw me at the Big Church
Day Out near Macclesfield as a member of the Mothers’ Union Team and
at Pentecost returning to Chester Cathedral for the Thy Kingdom Come
Beacon Event. These events saw Christians coming together from this diocese, the UK and around the world. At each event, there was a strong
sense of everyone being united in prayer and worship as well as reaching
out in love and service to their neighbour. I’m convinced that we all came
away feeling inspired and full of hope, empowered by the Holy Spirit to
put our Faith into Action wherever we may be.
This summer I look forward to seeing many of you at our Diocesan Council
on 27 June and at our Open Gardens event at the end of July. With my
love and prayers, Viv

The Big Church Open Day
at Capesthorne Hall with
R. Di Waller and Dawn
Colwell in the MU tent.
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Birkenhead Deanery’s Sponsored Walk for AFIA
Birkenhead Deanery MU members recently staged a sponsored walk between
the churches of their three branches to raise money for AFIA (the Holiday
Fund). They were blessed with the most glorious
weather and everyone was buzzing with enthusiasm. There were 20 walkers (see front page photo) with no less than 10 artificial joints between
them (and one dog, Harry) The group gathered at
St Saviour’s, Oxton beginning with prayers led
by Christine Broad, Associate Vicar, and then the
"Ladies in Blue" walked to St Stephen's, Prenton
for Mid-day prayers led by Heather Buckley, Associate Minister followed by
lunch (of course). During the early afternoon they
continued to their final church, Holy Cross,
Woodchurch, where prayers in church were followed by the most delicious afternoon tea. At this
point they were joined by some other non-walkers
to celebrate the achievement. They raised a couple
of "toots" on the way as a result of a
mention on Radio Merseyside, and are hoping that
the Wirral Globe will put in a photo to record their money-raising effort, which
sprang from the fact that 5 families from Birkenhead/Wirral were given AFIA
holidays last year. The final total raised was
a “grand and a half” to quote Deanery
Leader, Mary Sprackling, the sum being
£1548.25, to which will be added extra
from Gift Aid. Mary says “ We were truly
blessed with willing walkers, generous
sponsors, expert cake-makers and the first
of the glorious 2017 weather. That's the power of prayer - before, during and
following the event”. A great achievement everyone, hope those replacement
joints didn't need too much WD40 afterwards! Ed
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Make sure you are part of this fantastic opportunity to fund raise for MU!
Come along an support us on the day.

Chester Diocesan Festival
On a very cold, but sunny, day at the end of April,
????? hundred members gathered in the
cathedral for a Festival Eucharist. The colourful
procession of Cathedral clergy was followed by
MU banners, Deanery ones from the whole of the
Diocese and Branch ones from Chester
Archdeaconry. We were fortunate to have
Members
Bishop Peter (pictured below left) presiding and preaching at
gather for the
the service.
service.
We began with a modern Easter hymn, written by a friend of
Bishop Peter’s, Bishop Geoffrey Rowell, former Bishop in Europe. set to the tune normally
used for “See amid the winter’s snow” , so
everyone could join in heartily.
Bishop Peter’s sermon was based on the New
Testament reading for the day, “The end of all
things is near; therefore be serious and
discipline yourselves”. (1 Peter Ch. 4). This could be, he said, a somewhat
gloomy thought as we all become older and as he thinks of his own not
too far distant achievement of the Biblical life-span of three score years
and ten. However, he feels it should be more of a joyful reflection on all
that has happened, as it was to the disciples as they were able to absorb
the significance of the events they had seen and witnessed during their
time with Jesus. Their lives were no longer meandering, they had a
purpose, to go out and witness to others and consider and reflect joyfully
on the fact of the Resurrection.
We should think of “the life of the world to come” and what it means for
us. Does it involve some kind of a test when we hopefully arrive at the
pearly gates? A sort of heavenly 11 plus? Will there be a reward for good
behaviour? Will it be a test of our faith in this life, so that what we do
does not matter, because we believe, or will we have earned it through
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MU walking with Jesus in the Holy Land
good deeds. We will take our life with us as the raw material for this future
life, which is why we must be good stewards, speak with the words of God
and love one another, serving with whatever gifts we have received. This is
the serious demand spoken of by Peter in his Epistle.
He concluded by reminding us that the Eucharistic meal is not just a
memorial of the Last Supper, nor purely the memorial of Christ’s sacrifice
for us, but a meal in direct continuity of all the meals Jesus ate with his
disciples, commemorating the presence
of the risen Christ in our lives.
After the Eucharist had ended,
Bishop Peter commissioned four new
Speakers who had just recently
concluded their training with Wendy
Sykes ,Training Officer . .A fifth,
our secretary Dawn Colwell, was
unable to attend, so she
will be commissioned by Rev’d.
Above Our four new speakers
Canon Chris Humphries during the
Diocesan Council. As always, it was a very uplifting service, held as it was, in
such beautiful
surroundings. Editor

Above, Our Diocesan President Viv Ley, leads the

procession of banners out of the cathedral.
Right The west window lit by glorious sunshine.
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I How does one describe the experience of a lifetime! After 25 years of

wanting to go to the Holy Land, finally this year Patrick, myself and my
sister, Carol, joined the Chester Diocesan Pilgrimage led by our three
Bishops and three Professors. It was very well
organised by Rev Canon Diane Cookson and
led by our 3 Bishops and 3 professors, so
we were not short of spiritual and
archaeological expertise. It was truly an
unforgettable experience!
We spent five days in Jerusalem and three in
Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee. Jerusalem in the hill
country surrounded by desert areas, contrasts with Galilee to the north
which is in the Great Syrian African Rift Valley and is beautifully green –
looks a little like Wales! On our first day in Jerusalem we visited the Garden
of Gethsemane and the Mount of Olives – looking across the Kidron valley to the Temple Mount
and the Golden Dome of the Sacred Rock.
gleaming in the sunshine. This was built by
Moslems in AD 687 and is the most striking
monument in Jerusalem, but sadly Christians are
not allowed to go
inside.
In the Garden of Gethsemane, (a very peaceful
and prayerful place), many different nationalities quietly walk through the olive groves realising they are on holy ground and reflecting
Jesus’ words “Father, your
will not mine be done”. We walked up the Via
Dolorosa (the Way of Sorrows) the traditional path on
which Jesus carried the cross to Calvary. It was a busy
place, a narrow street full of the hustle and bustle and
smells of shops, cafes, foods and herbs,
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– just as it would have been on that Good Friday – an
ordinary day in Roman Jerusalem.
The journey ends at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
which stands over Golgotha. What does one say when
you touch the stone which supported the cross on which
Jesus our Saviour died? My sister, Carol, and I shared that
moment and the word that came to us was …Thank you.
We visited the Basilica of the
Nativity in Bethlehem, now under
Palestinian authority. It is the oldest church in
the country. One descends into the grotto of the
N
Nativity which is in an ancient cave, where
under a the central altar is a silver star. We stood
I
in the grotto and sang “ Away in a manger’.
Then, leaving Jerusalem, we travelled north up the Jordan
valley to the Sea of Galilee. We visited Nazareth
and the Basilica of the Annunciation which is
built over the traditional site of Mary’s home.
In Tiberius, we visited the sites around Lake
Galilee where Jesus carried out his ministry.
Many emotions were aroused when we stood
on the traditional lakeshore site called Mensa Christi, where the risen Lord
appeared and breakfasted with his disciples. We paddled in the warm
waters of the Lake feeling reassured, loved and conscious of the holy
footsteps that had walked along that sandy shore.Our tour of the Lake
ended at its southern end, Yardenit, the
Baptismal site on the River Jordan, where we
had a chance to renew our own Baptismal
vows. It was a precious moment to again
let the presence of the Holy Spirit rest upon
us, as we quietly paddled In the water.
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I hope I have given you a flavour of our Pilgrimage. If you can, put it on
your bucket list. I thank God that I have been able to experience Jesus’ presence on this earth and have the Bible brought alive for me. One final
thought – the land of the Bible is quite a small area. But what a lot
happened there! Shaping history and nations, growing Christians around
the world for two thousand years and continues to reach out with the love
of the Lord Jesus to everyone who visits it. Angela Klabou
P.S. I am hoping to prepare a presentation of our experiences to offer to
Deaneries and Branches later this year.

ACTION AND OUTREACH

Joan Colwell, Coordinator.
Away From It All Holidays “I can’t tell the children yet as they will be
so excited!” – this is just one of the comments I have received from one of
the Mums who has been offered a holiday through our Diocese this year. A
total of 14 families will be enjoying a holiday at Presthaven Sands in July
and August – 23 adults and 39 children. I am grateful to the staff at Haven
Holidays who are always so helpful when I contact them. This year our holidays have cost us £6,531.65 – without the generous discount which Haven
give us, the full price would have been nearer £9,000! Thank you all so
much for the generosity and hard work which keeps the AFIA scheme such
a successful part of our organisation and especially here in Chester Diocese.
In 2016 Mary Sumner House were able to offer some kind of holiday to 376
families across the country and that, based on the figures submitted to
date, amounted to a cost of £266,233.37 – this is a phenomenal
achievement. Knitting Projects I was delighted to be able to deliver 260
Rainbow Jumpers to Refugee Aid NW (Care UK). They were then loaded
onto the container which went to two camps in Syria. I was also able to
deliver 5 bags of toiletries to this charity which were loaded onto a
container which has left , bound for Chios and Lesvos in Greece.
Information regarding where you can send your knitted items has now
been sent to all Deaneries – please do Keep on Knitting – I just cannot
keep on storing and distributing them all myself and need branches to help
with this. If you haven’t received the knitting flyer, please let me know.
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Chester Archdeaconry's Prayer Walk

The weather was glorious on
th
24 May as a dozen Mothers’ Union members from different parts of the
Diocese met with at St Mary’s, Whitegate for a Prayer Walk. Diana Bancroft
(Archdeaconry President) and Christine Ball (local Churchwarden and MU
branch member) told us why this is a special place for them. Our first station
was inside St Mary’s Church, where we prayed for Mothers’ Union across the
world and kept a minute’s silence for the victims of the Manchester
bombing , which had happened two days earlier. Our song at this first
station was the one written by Chris beginning with the words ‘My boat is
too small’, then headed out of church and into the woods. One of our
number brought a beautiful “cockapoo” who was delighted to be off the
lead for a while and ran about excitedly following various interesting smells!
We discovered a shelter that schoolchildren had made, and prayed there for
children and families. Next we stopped overlooking a newly planted field
and prayed for farming communities at home and abroad, singing “We
plough the fields and scatter”. The Mothers Union tent at the Cheshire
Show, and the Agricultural Chaplaincy were also included. Eventually we
reached Vale Royal Abbey itself, established in King Edward 1 st ‘s reign. At
one time it was the largest Abbey in England, occupied by Cistercian Monks,
but is now a thriving Golf Club and Wedding venue. We found the Nun’s
Grave praying for all the kingdoms of the world. We gathered around the
last piece of stone that remains from the abbey, which was demolished in
King Henry VIII’s time, listened to a reading from St Matthew and praying for
the Kingdoms of the World, finishing with the Calypso Lord’s Prayer.
Everybody still seemed to have some energy left, so we walked the extra half
a mile to Vale Royal Locks on the River Weaver. We strolled back to
Whitegate for our packed lunches, some excellent cake and good c
onversation. It was great to be outdoors in the midst of God’s wonderful
creation, and the fresh air really did seem to help our praying and singing.
Even the odd “woof” of gladness was added by our doggy friend! Derek
says, “A great time together, thank you Chris.”
Complied from reports by Canon Chris Humphries and Derek Buckthorpe
11

Derek Buckthorpe captured some scenes on
the Whitegate Prayer Walk

Above Members at the last
remaining stone of the Abbey.
Above right En route
Right by the River Weaver

Welcome to our new
Members
St Michael & All Angels Bramhall
Vera Wheeldon
Burton and Puddington.
Helen Dyke, Viviene Healey
Ann Warr.
St Thomas Norbury evening group
Ann Hadley, Angela Houghton
Mildred Massey

St Catherine Heald Green
Ruth Lewis
St Paul Helsby
Judy Ford and Kathryn Wilkinson
St Michael and All Angels
Middlewich
Wendy Bourne and Christine Cooper
St. Bridget, West Kirby.
Hilary Fathers, Jane Tann,
Sue Battersby and Jill Coleman.

Quiet Day 2017
Bishop Libby will lead our Quiet Day this year, on 21st September in
the cloister room of the cathedral
This event is bound to be very popular, so contact Dawn in the office to
express an interest. Please include a deposit of £5
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Our Chaplain writes…...
Dippy the Diplodocus
In 1905 the enormous skeleton cast of a dinosaur was
reconstructed and displayed in the Natural History Museum in
London. So for 112 years it has enthralled those who have
visited the Museum, especially since being moved to the
entrance hall in 1979. Next year “Dippy” is going on tour for 2 years around the
United Kingdom, to encourage many more people to appreciate “the rich array
of past and present UK bio-diversity”.
This got me thinking about the incredible world we live in, and the miracle that
human beings are here at all! It brings a verse from Psalm 8 to mind: “When I
look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you
have established; what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals
that you care for them?”
In fact, Dinosaurs were no flash in the pan. They were around for millions of
years and became the dominant creatures on earth. Suddenly they became
extinct when a huge asteroid hit the earth. The surviving forms of life were
then able to evolve further and eventually human beings were able to thrive
and multiply. Birds are said to be “avian dinosaurs” because of their shape and
bone structure, so in a way dinosaurs are still with us!
The Lord God made them all
As I have thought about this, it really does bring it home that life is amazing and
wonderful. Astronomers and scientists are still searching the universe for
somewhere else where there is life, because so many factors have to coincide
and come together for life to be possible. At a recent Adult Confirmation
preparation evening we had a go at writing some simple 3 line poems, each line
beginning with the letters G – O – D. And here they are:
“God is loving and kind.
Open our hearts and minds so that we can receive his love.
Divine Father of mankind, you are beyond human understanding.”
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“Goodness gracious me!
Our world is packed full of miracles and impossibilities;
Designed by someone with a twinkle in his eye, a capacity for tears, and
with bucketsful of love.”

Yours in Christ,

Chris

Fund Raising and Communications
The Diocese has been bursting with Fundraising Events during the Spring
and summer months and the weather has been glorious for all the
scrumptious strawberry teas etc. – My favourite type of fundraising!!
Our hotly anticipated event of the year, the Eaton Estate Open Gardens
event, will take place on Sunday 30 July. Thank you so much to everyone
who is volunteering and for those who have provided much appreciated
support and prayers, this is a great opportunity for Mothers’ Union Chester
Diocese. Eileen Lees from Whitegate Branch, Middlewich Deanery has
kindly produced a quiz booklet. If any Branches would like to purchase one,
please let me know. If you are holding any events please remember our
lovely Enterprise ladies who work really hard taking our Mothers’ Union
merchandise to events. They love to be invited and if they can’t attend, they
will arrange for you to have the merchandise to sell at your event. This is a
great way to raise both awareness of, and funds for, Mothers’ Union.
Finally, thank you to all for everything that you do, I would love to hear
thoughts and ideas for fundraising projects that help to raise funds for our
worldwide, national and local projects and also to raise awareness of the
fabulous charity that we all belong to united in love, fellowship and, most
Importantly, prayer. I am hoping to form a fundraising committee, if you are
interested in joining this, please do let me or the office know. Photos of
your events are always good for our communications, so please feel free to
email any through. Also if you need advice about events or would like me to
come along to anything that you are doing please let me know – I have a
very hectic diary but love to see the fabulous work that your all doing so if I
can come along, I gladly will. Lots of Love & God Bless Gillian Edwards,
Coordinator Email gedwardsweaverham@hotmail.co.uk
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Around the Diocese…..

Calendar 2017

In March this year at St. Michael's and All
Angels, Bramhall during morning service,
Margaret Saxon (now 98 years old) was
presented with a basket of flowers and a
Certificate (signed by our Worldwide
President, Lynne Tembey). commemorating
no less than seventy years of MU
membership .
Margaret was enrolled in March 1947 at St.
Pauls, Heaton Moor, Stockport. She still
manages to live alone in her own home,
Above Fr David Parker, Joint Branch
attending Sunday services and monthly
Leaders - Jill Fairhurst and Diane
M.U.
Whitehead with Margaret Saxon.
meetings.

Left St
Mary’s Wistaston, Crewe recently held a successful Traditional Cream Tea Afternoon with
homemade scones and a raffle in their Church
Hall. This was attended by over 50 people, not
all Mothers’ Union Members. Everyone enjoyed the friendly, sociable occasion and £345.00 towards the work of the
Mothers’ Union worldwide was raised.
St. Michael and All Angels Middlewich

were pleased to welcome Canon Chris Humphries to their meeting in March with his talk
"Singing all the way" - My life in faith in music”. Two members of their prayer
partners from Kingsley were also able to join
them. Right (L to R )Canon Chris Humphries, members Pam Jackson and
Wendy Bourne, Pam Owens and Joan Nield, visiting prayer partners.
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Tues 27 June

Theme: Faith in Action
Diocesan Council, Hartford

Mon 10 - Thurs 13 July Diocesan Pilgrimage to Cardiff and South Wales
Fri 28th July

Office closes for Summer

Sun 30 July

Open Gardens fund-raising event (lots of volunteers
needed, please)

Wed 9th August

Mary Sumner Day

th

Tues 29 August Office re-opens
Thurs21st September Quiet Day led by Bishop Libby at Chester
Cathedral
Fri/Sat 29th – 30th September General Meeting, Edinburgh The keynote
speaker is the Archbishop of Canterbury's advisor on
Peace & Reconciliation - Canon Sarah Snyder
Saturday 18th November Diocesan Council, St Johns Church Centre,
Hartford
Mothers’ Union Diocesan Office
9 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU
E mail: mothersunionchester@care4free.net Tel; 01244 400491
Diocesan website www. mothersunionchester.co.uk
Text Giving dial MUCH22 to 70070
From the Editor Copy for the next edition should be
with the Editor, Judith Dewdney by

18th October 2017
30 Henbury Rise, Henbury, Macclesfield SK11 9NW
Tel. 01625 439753 E-mail judith.torview@gmail.com
In a world full of people who couldn’t care less, be a person who couldn’t
care more. Anon
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