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money for their church.

Two pictures above from Bickerton, Malpas Deanery, Mothers’ Union
Centenary Flower Festival in July. The theme was Faith in Action. The
festival raised about £1200 for Mothers’ Union projects as well as
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46 members took pa
on this pilgrimage
visiting  Winchester,
Romsey Abbey,
Mottisfont, Salisbury
and Old Alresford. The

memorable. To be
the sitting room whe

first meeting of "
Mothers’ Union; to befe
welcomed into the
church by the prese
Branch Leader and td
enjoy tea and a stroll
around the garden
really was wonderful.

19/07/2011

It was also very good to meet up wi
members at Romsey Abbey. Tt
welcomed us with coffee and biscu
We attended Evensong at Winche
Cathedral and Eucharist at Salisb
Cathedral where they have an amazi
font.
Altogether it was a very successful tir
with enormous gratitude to Re\
Michael Burgess for his spiritual inp
together with his sense of fun and stari




The 19" July was a very memorable day for me. | set off from Winchester in
sunshine, being waved off by members on the Mothers’ Union pilgrimage. It was
very sunny in London as | made my way to Mary Sumner House where | met with
five other members — DP’s from Scotland and St Albans, Central Trustees from
Wales and Ireland and a member of MSH staff. We went by taxi to Buckingham
Palace and while waiting in the queue...it rained ...and rained! We passed through
the Palace into the garden and the sun came out. We thoroughly enjoyed walking
around the lake and rose garden ... in sunshine. We got our tea from the marquee,
including a piece of chocolate cake with a crown on it ... and then it rained again!
We did see nine Royals: The Queen, Prince Philip, Prince Charles and Camilla,
Princess Anne, Prince Edward and Sophie, Duke of Kent and Princess Alexandra. |
arrived back at Winchester soaked through but feeling very privileged to have
represented you all at the palace in spite of the rain!

The Pilgrimage to Winchester, Old Arlesford, Romsey and Salisbury was a
wonderful experience and very well organised by Michael and Sally — our thanks to
them for all their hard work. (See page 2)

Africa Day on 6" August was another memorable event and our grateful
thanks to all those who made it such a startling success. (See pages 8,9 & 12)

On Sunday 16" October | was very proud to open a new branch at Whitegates
in Middlewich Deanery. There used to be a branch there some years ago and now
it is reopened with seven founding members and others who are interested in
joining. We look forward to seeing your number double. In the meantime we shall
remember you in our prayers as you embark on new beginnings.

Have you looked at a recent copy of Families First or did you write it off after
the first copy? Please take time to look at one of the more recent issues. There are
some very good articles for young and old alike — and 50p from each copy sold
goes to Mothers’ Union. It's never too late to order one — just contact the Diocesan
Office. It costs £9 for 6 copies a year and will be sent direct to you by post and the
mailing includes your twice yearly copy of Families Worldwide. If you can subscribe
by direct debit that would save on administration. How about ordering a copy for a
friend or family member or to put in church. It is a good colourful family magazine
expressing Christian values which are sometimes in short supply nowadays.

As we approach Christmas and the festive season and gaze again in wonder
at the humility of the babe in the manger — what is your gift to the Christchild?

| wish you and your family a very happy and holy Christmas.

With my love and prayers to you all

T: 0151 336 6312 E: klabou@btinternet.com



On the 1st August Sue Pearson, The Conference was titled ‘Back to

Dorothy Harrison and Peggy Whethaf@asics’ and we met our new Unit
travelled to Prestatyn to deliver foo&oordinator Emily Petty. At Mary Sumner
hampers to the eight families who werdouse the Unit is to be called Fundraising
begining their holidays at Presthavefi Communications (as a lot of their work
Caravan Park. Peggy's husband Joe, vi&sinvolved in applying for grants for

our driver and how he managed to pack &kternal funding for our work.) However in

the boxes and bags of goodies in the d@¢ Dioceses we are still to be The
was a miracle, Sue and Dorothy shared thrketing Unit, with our emphasis on

back seat with a coolbox containing cartof@omoting the work of Mothers’ Union.

of milk. Finding 'our' families at the checlour conference sessions revolved around:

in point was not easy and as we so often Who do you want to talk to?

hear when things have gone wrong 'lessons What do you want to say?

have been learned' for future years. How are you going to say it?

The families receiving the hampers Rosemary Kempsell our Worldwide
were overwhelmed and very grateful fopresident talked to us, giving a snapshot of
the generosity of the members whRer travels and experiences. She asked: are
supplied a wonderful variety of goodiesye onion Christians? Onions have a rough
Each hamper contained a card explainikgin, make you cry and leave a bad taste!
who the gifts had come from an®r are we a Rugby Ball, kicked all around
conveying the love and prayers from th@e field and designed to withstand rough
Deanery for a good holiday. It was &eatment? You can throw them (one was
privilege for us to meet the families anehrown into the audience). Are we sensitive
‘put a face’ to the Mothers' Union. It issr are we tough like rugby balls?
planned to visit the families at their homesensitivity can be a good thing, but some
to get feedback on their holiday experiengg us are too sensitive, taking offence at the
and make local contact. We were delightefightest thing. As an organisation let's be

with the enthusiastic and generous resporgifong and resilient. Let's choose to be
from the Deaneries who were asked fpsitive for the future. Positive and

provide the hampers. attractive.
Altogether 19 families have had a holiday
this year, provided by Chester Diocese " |

cost of £8,475. and the aims were: To make time for each
Dorothy Harrison and Peggy Whetham  gther offering mutual support. To learn
from each other, sharing our strengths and
. struggles. To explore creative ways of
The Games/Sport quiz is on sale no pporting grass root members as they

and you have until after Christmas tf,,-n oyt to families. To share fellowship,
complete it and send it in to the office. lfriendship fun and dance!

you have not yet seen a copy please contact
the editor.



. $ % received from the sale of items through MUe

Thank you for responding to our appeal f&nd the Mary Sumner shop, Families First and

monies to be sent in to the Office promptifoNference facilities.

This enabled the following sums to bgl HOW istaliy?Sum?fer Hogse helhpingbto
forwarded to Mary Sumner House in July: Palance its books? Staif recruitment has been

£ frozen. There are now 40 members of staff

Britain & Ireland ~ 2043.70 whereas ideally they need 50. 70% of travel
Relief 3530.33 grants to our overseas workers have been
Literacy 4393.89 frozen for a sepond year but as one overseas
Overseas 11708.25 worker has pointed out, if she hasn’'t got the
- funding how can she do her work? No new

£21,676.17 project work is being planned except for the

Our ‘special’ bank account is now closed, siberacy work in Sudan because this is part of
all payments can be sent into the office on oagr agreement with Comic Relief.
cheque- with details of allocation, please.
Your Trustees agreed that our diocese
would fund the salaries and expenses of M O0*($ +
workers in 3 of our link dioceses (Nigeria
Tanzania and Namibia). This totals £3645.( be £8.75 (unchanged from 2011). The
and has been taken from our reserves. portion to Mary Sumner House |is

Thank you to everyone who hafincreased to £10.00 TotAl8.75
supported the Enterprise team. Our grallg,me peaneries and Branches add a $mall

based on 2010 sales, arrived recent :
: . ’ amount to help cover their expenses.
£1503.88 — a slight increase from last year. P P

It will be appreciated if any monies
being held by Branches/Deaneries can be & '

forwarded to the office by early in December Ten members attended the Diocesan
to enable us to forward them to MSH befoiRetreat at Hawarden in October. We stayed in
the end of the year. Gladstone’s Library—a hidden treasure. The
"$ ! Revd. Sue Calveley from Liverpool Diocese
Brenda (our Diocesan Secretary) andldd us very thoughtfully on the theme of

attended the National Conference and for surneying’ and our Chaplain, Revd. James
the most interesting part of the conferenédenbrose was able to be with us for the whole
was an excellent presentation by Evangelitime.

Price, Head of F&CS at MSH, who gave an in

: O We had time to be quiet, to listen, to pray
depth report of the financial situation of MUand to enjoy each others company and for

0 3 H -
fShe told usbthat 808{(1) of Mﬁs |nf%medcom$§ach one of us there were some special
rom - mMembers. € acknowledged Wi, ments. One particular quote which struck a

gratitude  the contributions sent in thord with me was ‘there is a crack in all of
members and the external funding we receiR put that is where the light gets in

which included a substantial donation froR; 1 about it |
Comic Relief to support the literacy campaign '
in Sudan. She also acknowledged the income

The Diocesan portion of our 2012 sub ill
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I’'m really enjoying travelling around the diocese on behalf K)
of Mothers’ Union members and meeting up with many smlllng A
faces. We had a great time at Alderley Edge for Africa Day and
as | entered the hall there was a buzz of conversation and p
laughter about the place. What brought us together was the
idea that with all sorts of connections with Africa we should |
‘cash in’ on our links and show off various ways in which we
share our common life in Jesus.

It was all a bit like Acts Chapter 1-12 as the early church in
Jerusalem got underway. There was a lot to learn about ‘the
lives of others’. Different housing conditions, different
languages, different costumes, different climate, different opportunities for
education and work and medical care etc. but all the time a sense of sharing what
God has given us on this amazing planet. Even as | write a doctor has just phoned
with news about her preparations for work in Uganda. She goes to work there for
six years. Meanwhile back in the UK a number of people will be praying for her,
sending funds and supplies and looking after her whenever she has a chance to
rest back here. That's one example of many that illustrates a living faith in a living
God.

So back to you (and your mission): | hope the year goes well for you in all that
you are doing for God’s kingdom and in God’'s kingdom. Saint Paul beautifully
sums up what it means for you and | to live for Jesus. Here are his words in full
flow as he writes to his faithful friends in Philippi. (Chapter 2 verses 1 and 2):

we have encouragement because we are united to Christ;

we have comfort from his love;

we have friendship and life together with his Spirit;

we have the ability to live out our lives with tenderness and compassion (just
like Jesus).

Paul goes on to encourage them (and us, as readers of the letter) to think like
Jesus and to love like Jesus: ‘being one in spirit and purpose’. Of course we can't
‘copy’ Jesus but we can respond to him (answer his call) as we take up our cross
and follow him. We are then saying, Yes indeed, God’s kingdom is coming, and |
am living my life with that at the forefront of my mind.

With love and peace in Christ
james

Please note that Linda Davies (Bowdon Deanerychaaged her name and addresas
published in the handbook to:-Linda Goodchild, 2Bckbft Road, Altrincham, WA14 4JE

Tel: 0161 941 4093 Email: lindaanngoodchild@hokem uk

Linda is happy to remain as a speaker and welcaméations for evening meetings fra
her own deanery and neighbouring deaneries

m



Members on the Retreat led by Revd Sue CalveleyrEe
front), outside the Gladstone Library, Hawarden.

Another Mothers’ Union
Window. This one is at St.
Matthew, Edgeley, Stockpaort

Knutsford Deanery members again
organised theBaby Pit Stop’ tent at
the Cheshire Show in June. Jackie
Gibson, pictured left with her team
of helpers, writes: ‘We had 209
babies and toddlers on Tuesday and
137 on Wednesday making a total of
346 over the two days. This is a 10%
increase on last years figure of 314 Margaret Williams and Diana Bancroft along
with a student, promoting the Chill Zone at the
@ \1id Cheshire College Freshers’ Day. They are
open every Monday at St Andrew’s Church
Hall, Winsford, Middlewich Deanery for
students to drop in for soup and snacks.

£316 at their recent Mosquito Drive. Thel
church donated the Harvest collectionjgg
£167 for Mosquito nets as well.
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Big Huts made by Dudley
Shelmerdine and little
huts made by children.

Hair to be braided.
Faces to be painted.
Bead necklaces to make.

Members and their families
entered into the fun.




Many members dressed in
traditional costumes and gave
a fashion parade. Sue
Pearson introduced them.

Helpers in their special outfits!

Congratulations to all the
Deaneries who put up
colourful displays. This one
was Wendy Sykes’ Literacy
Campaign Stall.

Misoshi, the drummer, with the
singers in their African dress. They
brought traditional food with them for
us to taste.

More pictures are on our web site
www.mothersunionchester.co.uk



Helen Elsley, our assistant Diocesan Secretary
became a member at St Mark’s, Lache-cum-
Saltney, Chester Deanery. She is picture
with branch leader Joan Buchanan.

Three new members were welcomed to
the St Nicholas with All Saints Branch,
Wallasey Deanery Joining the branch
are Jill Goodwin, Kay Leighton and
Eunice Blakeley. Jill, Kay and Eunice
are pictured here with Branch Leader
Joan Carter, Vicar Jeff Staples and
Reader Louise Jones

St Mary’s Wistaston, Nantwich
Deanery welcomed 2 new members
and 1 member who re-joined on
Wednesday, 5th October 2011. The
service was conducted by Revd Ken
Sambrook. Pictured (L-R) are Muriel
Platt; Daphne Gregory, Revd Ken
Sambrook, Dorothy Butler and Sue
Squirrell (Branch Leader).

The Branch at St. Mary, Whitegate,

Middlewich Deanery has reopened after

many years. The Branch was commissioned
by the Vicar, Rev. Lesley Eden. Diocesan
President, Angela Klabou, admitted seven
new members. Many of the branches in
Middlewich Deanery were represented at
the service. Pictured are: front Teresa
Finney, Rose Bates, Angela Klabou, Eileen
Lees, Ann Harvey;. back row Jackie

Connell, Chris Ball, Diana Bancroft

(Deanery Leader), Jean Goodwin
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St Mark, Lache-cum-Saltney Christ Church, Higher Bebington
Helen Elsley Audrey Clare Jose Olle
Jean Rawsthorne Moira Sharkey

Rev David Brewster Sandra Lambourn
St John, High Legh

St George, Altrincham Christine Kelly Kate Kent
Debbie Lewis Eileen Richardson Sue Robinson
St Mary, Wistaston St Paul, Helsby
Dorothy Butler Daphne Gregory Joy Morris

Welcomed Muriel Platt
elcomed Muriel Pla St Thomas, Henbury

St Mary, Whitgate Carolyn Bullivent Carole Curzon
Chris Ball Rose Bates, Phyllis Newton Dorothy Thompson

Jackie Connell, Teresa Finney,
Jean Goodwin Ann Harvey
Eileen Lees

St Peter, Prestbury
Yvonne Bangs Margaret Davidson
Margaret Long

St Paul, Helsby branclrrodsham Deaneryentertained their Prayer Partners from
St Mark, Shavington, Nantwich Deanery to lunchlowked by a service. A gift was
given to each Shavington member of a small embredlenvelope with a tea bag
and a poem enclosed. A good time was had by all.

Norma Stowman, B
L at St Matthew,
Stockport with Rev
David Brewster who
has become |a
member.

Wallasey Deanery held an Afternoon Tea
with entertainment from Bryan O’'Ryan at| St
Hilary’s in October. With a cake stall and
raffles, £302 was raised for MU funds..

Nantwich Deanery enjoyed Afternoon Tea at St Matthew’s Church Hekslington
Crewe on Mary Sumner Day. The afternoon raisedféB8the Holidays Project and al
£30 for the Food Parcel for the local family whamegted from this initiative.

SO
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We certainly did celebrate Africa on August 6tli120It was two years in the planning,
which all came together on the family fun day, designed to make money, but to share
with families and others the work we do as membesipporting the people in Africa. As
you entered the sports hall at Alderley Edge Scharogirls, the appearance of the African
huts immediately set the atmosphere. Once visliacsviewed the Deanery displays, they
were surrounded by various activities in which theuld take part.

A programme of events had been organised so thaty@ne could experience
drumming, choir singing and dancing and take parthe short service at the end of the
afternoon, led by Revd Linda Lonsdale curate &@I8lip's and assisted by Chaplain Mary,
RC chaplain at the school. A room was allocatedpwple to listen to the ‘African story
teller’ or for a few moments of quiet to rest andteh a DVD about Africa. A second room
was available for refreshments and tasting a waoétfood made by the African ladies
from Ghana (now living in Manchester). Once refegklpeople moved back to the hall to
continue enjoying themselves in the activities.i&tw of laughter could be heard as the
group playing the’ Mosquito game’ had fun tryingwan. Children could be seen having
their faces painted in the form of African animalgilst others were having their hair
braided. Even adults were keen to have their hegohted too. Many other activities were
in progress including, making African huts, beadkt&ces, a treasure hunt, colouring in
African animals, pinning the tail on the elephandyd searches, quizzes and many more.

Africa Day resulted in the collection of £75 falief work. Takings on the door,
refreshments and other sundry receipts totalledd®£¥d@d. In addition, Enterprise sales
generated £450 and Fair Trade goods £150. We elibout 400 people came to see us,
have fun and support Africa.

This event could not have taken place without $earson (Action & Outreach
Coordinator), her team of volunteers — especialilda Rayner, members who made
displays and the support from the Headteachef,atdf pupils of Alderley Edge School.

/| &0 1 #&2 + + -

Jeanette Appleton, our York Province
Members Rep on Worldwide Council, is
planning a relay journey from Land’'s End
to John O’'Groats by public bus next
August. The journey will start on Mary
Sumner Day, with representatives from
Canterbury Province taking part. The
journey will go on into Wales where the
Welsh reps take over. Jeanette and
others from York Province will get on the
bus at Pulford on Saturday 11th August. They will travel via Chester to
Warrington, in our Diocese and then on via Manchester and Preston to Scotland
where the Scottish reps take over. (Cont on P 13)
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As our 9" year is coming to an end, | thought

readers might like to know what we did with the ggeds

of our 90 Shopping List. The list was given to ebciinch

member at the beginning of the year and consistéif o

of each of various items — toiletries, stationspgks, face

cloths, postage stamps and coins (90 of each afutrent

denominations).

A large basket was placed in church with a copy of

the list and a sign asking people to donate to loeip

cause. At our celebration event in April, a setecbf the

goods collected to date were on display and in Jaae

Branch Leader, Wendy and myself visited Bridge FaogeChester to hand over some of our

offerings. What a lovely welcome they gave usteAMmeeting with Janet and her staff, we

were given a tour of the facilities and met soméhefyoung people who are being helped by

this very worthwhile project.

In August some of the crayons and coloured pencils

from our collection were used at the Africa Day mvand
we were delighted when a call to Mary Sumner House
resulted in confirmation that another batch of istery
goods would be taken to Sudan when the team oraia ag
would be visiting a Literacy Project there in Sepber. We
have finished collecting goods now but still haeens to
distribute — another visit to Bridge Foyer will beranged
soon. We are hoping to continue to collect theng@nd
will be sending in our final total to the Diocesefdre the

end of the year.

$ % & We are a relatively small branch but this project

$ has given us all such a buzz throughout 2011 akasel

involving our families and others in our activities
Lo #

[ & 0 1 #&2

The aim is to raise the profile of Mothers’ Union as a vital
grassroots organisation.

What can you do to help?

1 Buy a Land's End to John O 'Groats Quiz next spring. Half the
money raised by your branch will stay in your branch and after
paying the expenses for this trip, the rest will go to the Wheels
Appeal.

2 Plan to join a bus for a short part of the journey.

More details will be out next year, but do put Saturday 11th
August 2012 in your diary.

Any enquiries to jeanetteappleton@hotmail.com




The Mothers’ Union Office,
10 Abbey Square, Chester, CH1 2HU

Opening hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10.30 am to 2.30 pm

Tel: 01244 400491 Email: mothersunionchester@care4free.net
Chester Website www.mothersunionchester.co.uk

Nov 28 Mon Advent Service at St Catherine, Heald Green 2pm
Nov 29 Tue Advent Service at St Mary & St Helen, Neston 2pm

2012 Calendar
Jan 6 Fri Lists of Branch Members to Diocesan Office

Jan 25 Wed Branch Accounts forms to Deanery treasurers

Feb 3 Fri Deanery and Branch Accounts forms to Diocesan Office

Feb 9 Thur Branch Report forms and subs cheques to Deanery Leader

Feb 17 Fri  Dnry & Branch Report Forms & subs cheque to Diocesan Office
Feb 23 Thur Trustee meeting at Diocesan Office 10.15am

11- 15 Mar Wave of Prayer
Mar 22 Thur Committee Day at Hale 9.30 for 10.00

May 22 Tues Diocesan Festival Service at 2pm Speaker Margaret Sentamu
All Deanery Banners & Mcclsfld Archdeaconry Branch Banners
All members are welcome.

May 24 Thur Trustee meeting at Diocesan Office 10.15am

Jun 16 Sat General Meeting at Venue Cymru, Llandudno
19/20 Jun  Cheshire Show
Jun 26 Tue AGM & Diocesan Council, Northwich 9.30-1.00

Sep 25 Tue Trustee meeting at Diocesan Office 10.15am

Nov 1 Thur Trustee meeting at Neston 10.15am
Nov 15 Thur Diocesan Council & Eucharist , Northwich 10.15-3.00

"# o 1$%!




Middlewich Deanery Mothers’ Union wa
sad to say goodbye to Stella Worrall, who
has been branch leader at Witton and
Rudheath. A farewell afternoon tea was held
in Winsford and members from other
branches in the Deanery came to wish| her
well. She was presented with a silver
Mothers’ Union logo pendant and a plant.
Stella joined Mothers’ Union in 1970. When
she moves to Hull she is hoping to find a
Mothers’ Union branch near to her new

#oo% 1 & home.

Bowdon Deanery held a
Hot Pot Supper in October.
They were entertained by
Sale Handbell Ringers and
people were invited to take
part in the ringing. £235
was raised for Mothers’
Union funds.

Chester City Branch gave a presentation at

awareness of, and funds for, Away From it

purchase a choice of caravans to then place @
map. This raised £75 for AFIA.

Pictured L to R are members Pat Hezel, Branch Lreade
Chris Schofield (Treasurer) and Shirley Hall froradtbn,
Wirral South Deanery. The theme was Fiesta at Neston
Village fair and the members took it to heart azwal a
stall for Mothers’ Union funds. Shirley made theskes
especially for the event and they won the prizebfest
stall in fair. They raised £240 for Mothers’ Unitumds
and did a good bit of advertising!

the

June All Age Mass at St Thomas of Canterbury.
The aim of the presentation was to raise

All

Holidays. They created a map of a caravan jpark
so that members of the congregation could

n the



Odd Rode BranchCongleton Deanery,
celebrated its 100 anniversary with a
special service at All Saints’ Church. The
Rector of Odd Rode conducted the
centenary service, the Rt. Revd Bishop
William Pwaisiho, Rector of St James
the Great at Gawsworth led prayers and
gave the blessing. Angela Klabou,
Diocesan President, talked about the
work of Mothers’ Union world wide and
presented certificates to members. The
longest serving member is Betty Cl: + . !

with 59 years membership. / /o /
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St Johns, Sandiway BranchMiddlewich
Deanery celebrated its 90th Anniversary in
June. Members were joined in a service and
afternoon tea by Diocesan President, Angela
Klabou, Deanery Leader, Diana Bancroft and
visiting members from Branches around the
Deanery. Pictured from left: Diana Bancroft,
Angela Klabou and Margaret Dickinson,
Branch Leader.

St Michael & All Angels, PensbyVirral
North Deanery celebrated their 45th
Anniversary with a service led by their
Vicar, Revd. Peter Froggatt. Prayer
partners from Chester were there, along
with previous partners from Backford and
Willaston. BL Audrey Leatham is pictured
with  Archdeaconry President Sheila
Melton, DL Jeanette Appleton and
members.

Holy Trinity Hurdsfield, Macclesfield Deanery
visited their prayer partners Holy Trinity, Mossley
Congleton Deaneryand were shown the Congleton
Virtual Babies. There are more pictures on the
Congleton Deanery web page at
www.mothersunionchester.co.uk




